“life in the resurrection”

John 11:1 – 27

Welcome to the New Year!  A New Year offers a new beginning where God is first.  This morning, let us continue to examine the ministry and messages of Jesus, as well as, the plan and purpose of Christ.  Keep in mind, our ongoing endeavor is getting to know Jesus – better.  

This is Jesus’ final earthly miracle, the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  Here is public evidence and irrefutable proof of Jesus’ great claim, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  The Savior clearly possesses the power of The Resurrection so that everyone who believes in Jesus, though they were to die, will experience the divine power of resurrection in their dead bodies.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that there are some illnesses and certain sicknesses that are not unto death.  Lazarus’ sickness and subsequent death were specifically for the glory of God that the Son of God may also be glorified.  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God makes plain that death for the believer is a peaceful sleep that one day from which Jesus will awake us.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In the Gospel of John, Jesus tells us that there is life in The Resurrection.  __________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to live the resurrected life?”  
1  –  give life’s  _________________________  to jesus  [v3]  
· Martha and Mary, the sisters, were anxious for their brother’s welfare and sent an urgent message to Jesus.  The Scriptures define Martha as the determined worker and Mary as the worshipful learner.  _________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v4, when Jesus received the message of Lazarus’ sickness, He declares, “This sickness will not end in death, but through it both God and the Son of God would be glorified.”  The death of Lazarus was not to be the end of the story, but the glory of God would be evidenced in that Jesus would bring Lazarus back from the dead.  Jesus’ delay of two days, in v6, should not be interpreted as cruel and callous.  _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· By the time Jesus reached the tomb in v39, Lazarus would have been dead four days.  Ultimately, life’s goal is to live the Resurrected Life; to live life abundantly and eternally.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  give life’s  _________________________  to jesus  [v14]  

· Jesus told His disciples that their friend Lazarus was asleep and they must go to awake him from that sleep.  In v14, Jesus speaks plainly that Lazarus was dead; calling out our last fearful foe, death.  The act of dying is the outward and visible sign of this constant struggle with sin.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v16, Thomas voices a sense of hopelessness, fear, and impending death even thought the Lord of Life is journeying with them.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The last time Jesus was in Judea, the religious leaders sought to stone Him.  Here, Thomas recognizes that fear; yet, is willing to risk his life to die for the Cause of Christ.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· After all, life’s goal is to live the Resurrected Life; to live life vigorously and victoriously.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  give life’s  _________________________  to jesus  [v21]  

· After four days, Jesus arrives in Bethany and finds many Jews mourning to comfort Martha and Mary concerning their brother Lazarus.  As soon as Martha hears that Jesus was coming, she runs from the house and meets Jesus in the street.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· “Lord, if you had been here …”  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like Martha, there are some things we just ought to know.  We ought to know that there is a FATHER wiser than we can comprehend, better than we deserve; just, merciful, and forgiving.  There is a SON greater than we can imagine, a friend closer than a  brother; through Him we are saved, sealed, and sanctified.  There is a HOLY SPIRIT mightier than we can envision; the power that transforms each of us into living witnesses to bring glory of God.  ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Resurrection and Life are two related dimensions of Jesus’ proclamation.  Christ combines the two that, in Him, there is life, which by dying, rises life to fullness and perfection.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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