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Relevant Question:  “Why did Jesus weep?”  

1)   Jesus saw Martha’s sorrow  [v21]  

2)   Jesus felt Mary’s pain  [v32]  

3)   Jesus sensed the Mourners’ unbelief  [v37]  

1)  Jesus is Lord of both physical life and spiritual life.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > true, Jesus is Lord of both; and all things.  The greatest miracle of Jesus was not raising Lazarus to physical life again, for Lazarus experienced death again.  The greatest miracle was and is in Jesus’ resurrection power to give endless spiritual life to Lazarus and to all those who believe in Him.  
· Sermon > There is no resurrection or eternal life without Jesus, the Son of God.  In Jesus, we have “Life in the Resurrection.”  
· John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  
2)  Mary's statement, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother had not died” is not a condemnation of Jesus, but an expresses of her sorrow that Jesus was not there.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > true, Mary expresses her sorrow, regrets, and felt that this tragedy could have been averted if Jesus had been present during the time of Lazarus’ illness.  
· Sermon > On the other hand, Martha conveys a “tinge of disappointment” (hint of hurt) that Jesus had not arrived in time to heal Lazarus.  
· v32 > “Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou had been here, my brother had not died.”  

3)  Why did Jesus start weeping?  
[a]  Jesus saw Martha’s sorrow.  
[b]  Jesus felt Mary’s pain.  

[c]  Jesus was upset with Satan.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > B = Yes, Jesus felt Mary’s pain.  When Jesus saw Mary weeping, Jesus was moved to weep.  Jesus was also deeply troubled and He groaned in the Spirit.  
· v33 > “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.”  

· Sermon > A = No, although Jesus saw Martha’s sorrow, He did not weep.  Certainly, Jesus had felt profound pity for human suffering and had seen bereavement before, but none of those events moved Jesus to weep (tears).  
· Sermon > C = No, although, Jesus was troubled and upset with Satan, this did not cause tears.  This trouble, disturbance, and agitation were because of Jesus’ conflict with Satan, sin, and death.  Yes, Jesus groaned in the spirit and got angry.  This anger was no doubt caused by the immature faith of the people who were present and the insincere and hypocritical wailing of the mourners.  
· Sermon > The tears of Jesus were the tears of friendship.  Jesus had a loving intimacy with this family from Bethany.  Jesus’ tears were not generated out of mourning, since Jesus was to raise Lazarus, but rather out of grief (groaning) for a fallen world entangled in sin-caused sorrow and death.  
4)  What are the effective outcomes of teaching the Bible in the Church and in the sermon?  

[a]  Faith development and spiritual transformation.  
[b]  The renewal of a right mind and the creation of a clean heart.  

[c]  The understanding of being born again, converted, and changed.  
[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > D = All of the above.  The teaching of the Bible in the church and in the sermon are necessary to effect those statement listed above and many others.  
· Sermon > Bible teaching and Bible study are necessary to bring to light God’s plan of salvation and to prepare the Church to engage in the work necessary to communicate that redemptive plan to humanity.  We effect both faith development and spiritual transformation as the Word of God is taught and preached in the Church. 
· Romans 10:14, 17 > “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?”  17“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
· Sermon > Bible teaching explains why we must be “Born Again”:  redeemed, regenerated, and reconciled.  Bible teaching makes clear why we have to be “Converted”:  revived, renewed, and restored.  Bible teaching describes why we should be “Changed”:  saved, sealed, and sanctified.  
5)  What are the faith choices that confront every believer?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > As believers, when we have issues with Jesus not “showing up” and/or “handling” one of our life’s many challenges, our faith is tested.  Each experience of trial and suffering ought to increase our faith, but this kind of spiritual growth is not automatic.  
· Sermon > In fact, when our personal expectations are not met, then our faith is tested and defined as either stable or wavering.  
· Sermon > That is, we have only two choices regarding our faith.  Either we can trust Jesus completely, or we can doubt Jesus fully.  True faith relies on Jesus’ promises, and on the release of God’s power.  
· Hebrews 10:23 > “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering …”  
· James 1:8 > “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”  
Bonus]  By weeping with Mary, what does Jesus’ tears convey?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > By weeping, it proves that Jesus feels our pain.  He feels it as our “Devoted Spiritual Brother” and as our “Divine Beloved Redeemer.”  That is, our Lord’s weeping reveals our Savior’s humanity.  
· Sermon > Jesus is not weeping for the “Believing Dead,” rather Jesus is weeping for the “Unbelieving Living.”  Jesus’ emotional life attests to the authenticity of His connection with His people.  
· v35 > “Jesus wept.”  



