“jesus wept”

John 11:28 – 37

We must put and keep God first so as to glorify an Almighty God.  God wants to use us to His glory, but not the way we are, not the way God found us.  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This morning, we continue our journey through the Gospel of John.  Keep in mind, our ongoing effort is getting to know Jesus – better.  

Jesus’ final miracle is the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  Here is public evidence and irrefutable proof of Jesus’ fifth great claim:  “I Am the Resurrection and the Life.”  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Jesus feels our pain as our “devoted spiritual Brother” and as our “divine beloved Redeemer.”  That is, our Lord’s weeping reveals our Savior’s humanity.  ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God reveals that Jesus’ Resurrection power is not limited to sometime in the future, but it is a “right-now power” that brings Life, which knows no limits.  That is, in Jesus we have “Life In the Resurrection.”  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In the Gospel of John, Jesus changes the name of Death into Sleep.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Why did Jesus weep?”  
1  –  Jesus saw  _____________________________________  [v21]  
· Martha expresses her regret that Jesus had not arrived in time to heal Lazarus.  Jesus witnesses Martha’s sorrow and frustration at the death of her brother.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v27, here is the evidence of Martha’s faith.  Jesus observes Martha’s faith and her confidence that Lazarus would one day live again.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We must respond positively to the authority of the Word of God, and to the ministry of the Spirit of God.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  jesus felt  _____________________________________  [v32]  

· Following her encounter with Jesus, Martha secretly tells her sister Mary that Jesus is calling for her.  Jesus wanted to have a private conversation with Mary, to comfort and instruct her.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like her sister, Mary felt this tragedy could have been averted if Jesus had been present.  Jesus if only you had showed up.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice in v33, when Jesus saw Mary weeping, He was deeply moved and groaned in the Spirit.  Here, Jesus’ emotional life attests to the authenticity of His connection with His people.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v35, “Jesus wept.”  The shortest verse in the Bible.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus’ weeping is different than our weeping.  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  jesus sensed  __________________________________  [v37]  

· This is a well-known family and many of the Jews have come from Jerusalem to pay their respects and to mourn with the sisters.  Professional mourners and musicians were generally engaged to assist the family in expressing grief.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Amazingly, the people took Jesus’ ability to heal the blind man as proof that he would have been able to heal Lazarus too.  The people interpreted Jesus’ tears as an expression of frustration at not being there to heal Lazarus.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The source of all of our grief and pain and suffering is plain and simple, the existence and participation of sin in our lives and in the world.  __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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