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Relevant Question:  “What happens when we’re loosed?”  
1)  Stones will be rolled away [v38] 
2)  Prayers will be offered for us [v41] 
3)  Freedom will be realized [v44] 
1)  The criterion for seeing the glory of God is genuine love.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > false, the criterion is faith.  Martha tells Jesus that she believes (faith) that He is the resurrection and the life, and that He is the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.
· v27 > “She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.”  
· Sermon > At the gravesite, Jesus encourages Martha to exercise her faith by pointing her away from the corruption in the tomb to the glory He has promised her beyond the grave.  
· v40 > “Jesus saith unto her [Martha], Said I not unto thee, that, if thou would believe, thou should see the glory of God?”  
2)  What was the purpose of Jesus giving Mary compassion and empathy?  
[a]  In order to give her comfort.  
[b]  In order to answer her questions.  

[c]  In order to fortify her faith.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > C = to fortify her faith.  Mary was a worshipful learner and when Mary saw Jesus, she fell down at Jesus’ feet.  Here, we observe Mary’s worshipping love and her unwavering faith.  
· v33, 35 > “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.  35Jesus wept.”  

· Sermon > A = No, although Jesus’ very present in Bethany provided some comfort, it was His weeping and His travel to the tomb that fortified her faith.  
· v34 > “And [Jesus] said, Where have you laid him?”  

· Sermon > b = No, although Jesus provides answers in this text, Jesus provided answers to Martha and not to Mary.  
· v33 > “Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.” 

3)  What was Martha’s fear of rolling away the stone from the tomb?  

[a]  She feared the mourners would be offended..  
[b]  She feared the odor of his decayed body.  

[c]  She feared the crowd would attack Jesus.  
[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > b = odor of his decayed body.  Martha’s immediate objection was the fear that the putrid stench of decay would pollute the air.  That is, after four days, the advance state of decay and decomposition of the body would cause an awful smell.  Martha did not want to see her brother in this advance state of decomposition.  
· v39b > “…Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinks: for he has been dead four days.”  
· Sermon > At the moment of death, decomposition cause two factors:  1] autolysis – the breaking down of tissues by the body’s own internal chemicals and enzymes; and 2] putrefaction – the breakdown of tissues by bacteria and fungi.  
· Sermon > These processes release compounds that are the chief source of the unmistakably putrid odor of decaying animal tissue.  Also, rigor mortis – is the stiffening of the body after death.  
4)  When Jesus cried out, “Lazarus, come forth,” why did He call Lazarus by name?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > According to a statement from Saint Augustine, if Jesus had not called Lazarus by name, all who were in the grave would have gotten up and came forth.  
· v43 > “And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.”  
5)  What does it take to “loosen” encumbered souls?  

[a]  Faithful Christians.  
[b]  Individuals already loosen.  

[c]  A living church with a functioning ministry.  
[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > d = All of the above.  Each of the above statements is true.  
· Sermon >  A = Faithful Christians:  Although a laborious process, it will require some personal sacrifices, where Christians will loosen other Christians.  We need faithful followers who will lay their own hands on the putrid bandages of their brothers- and sisters-in-Christ to unravel each nightmare cloth-by-cloth.  Faithful Christians who refuse to let others go back into the grave.  
· Sermon > B = Individuals already loosen:  Once we have been loosed, we can loosen others.  Untying the knotty problems of “everyday people” will force us to get personally involved with foul-smelling issues we don’t even like to discuss, let alone unravel, with our carefully manicured hands.  
· Sermon > C = A living church and a functioning ministry:  Now that these people have life, a living church with a functioning ministry must assist them, loosen them, and free them.  A living church willing to come close enough to smell the decay and yet, stay long enough to loosen the soiled grave clothes.  
Bonus)  For whom did Jesus change the notion of “death” to “sleep?”  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The notion of death was changed to sleep for Lazarus and for all believers.  
· v11-13 > “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleeps; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.  12Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleeps, he shall do well.  13Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.”  

· Luke 8:52 > “And all wept, and bewailed her: but he [Jesus] said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleeps.”  
· 1Thes 4:14 > “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”  



