“loose him”

John 11:38 – 44

With God, we’ve been given a new start with a clean slate; a fresh beginning with a new birth.  With Christ on our side, Jesus is our refuge and strength, a very present help in the time of trouble.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This morning, we continue our journey through the Gospel of John.  Remember, our ongoing effort is getting to know Jesus better.  Our narrative takes us to the graveyard and to the continuing subject of death.  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No matter our trouble or struggle, we can strive and survive with Jesus on our side.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

The Gospel of John presents the last but crowning miracle of Jesus’ seven miracles, the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  Here, Jesus comes face-to-face with death and with His divine proclamation “I Am The Resurrection and The Life.”  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Bible teaches that true faith relies on Jesus’ promises and on the release of God’s power.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In our previous two sermons, Jesus has had individual encounters with Lazarus’ two sisters.  In His encounter with Martha, Jesus gives her explanation and challenge in order to increase her faith.  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In His encounter with Mary, Jesus gives compassion and empathy in order to fortify her faith.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice in v38, Jesus once again “groans in the spirit” as He approaches the tomb.  The tomb was a cave that had a great stone lying in front of it.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v39, Jesus gives the order, “Take away the stone.”  Martha immediately objection is fear that the putrid stench of decay that would pollute the air, “Lord, by this time he stinks.”  ____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v40, Jesus said to Martha, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Remember, this whole incident is for the glory of God.  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v43, after praying to the Father, Jesus cries out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!”  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As Lazarus comes forth, his hands and feet are bound with grave clothes [strips of linen] and his face is wrapped in a napkin [cloth].  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v44, Jesus commands them, “Loose him and let him go.”  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Will we dare to obey the command Jesus gave His shocked disciples at the grave of Lazarus?  __

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The work of a living church and a functioning ministry is to loosen encumbered souls.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Now that they have “Life” a living church with a functioning ministry must assist them, loosening them, and freeing them.  _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· When the “people of God” remain tied up, they often become angry, cynical, and temperamental.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Keep in mind, that salvation is not a set of rules; it is life.  This life is a person – Jesus Christ.  ___

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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