“The lazarus conspiracy”
John 11:45 – 57

February 7, 2018
Relevant Question:  “What is the conspiracy resulting from raising Lazarus?”  
1)  A Deep Division among the People [v45] 
2)  A Bias Report from the Spies [v46] 

3)  A Lethal Plot to Kill Jesus [v47] 
1)  Lazarus was resurrected from the dead.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > false, Lazarus was raised or resuscitated from the dead, but not resurrected.  Resurrection brings an individual back to life and that individual shall never die again.  True resurrection means eternal life with Jesus Christ.  It also means a new home not built by hands, an endless joy with endless life, and a grand family reunion in Glory.  

· v43 > “And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.”  

2)  What does Christianity teach the believer about pain and weakness?  


[a]  That God is working to eliminate our pain.  

[b]  That God is working to strengthen our weaknesses.  

[c]  That God is at work in and through our pain.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > C = God is at work in and through our pain.  Christianity teaches that the goal is not to eliminate pain and weakness in this life, but for God to work in and through our pain despite of our weakness.  God moves not in spite of our suffering, but through our suffering.  
· Romans 8:28 > “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”  

· Sermon > A = No, God is not working to eliminate our pain.  Pain, suffering and tribulations are all a part of living life to its’ fullest.  God does not minimize our pain, but rather saturates “significance” into our suffering.  
· John 16:33b > “…In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  
· Sermon > b = No, God is not working to strengthen our weaknesses.  In fact, God will use our weakness to His glory.  Through His grace, God helps us to embrace the reality of our trails.  
· 2Cor 12:9 > “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

· Sermon > Thus nullifying D = All of the above.  
3)  What should the Pharisees have known about the “Kingdom of Heaven?”  


[a]  That the Kingdom would not be of this earth.  

[b]  That Christ would not be made a king after the fashion of men.  


[c]  That the Kingdom to come would include only righteous believers.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > D = all of the above.  Each statement is factual:  the Kingdom would not be of this world, it would not have an earthly king, and it would be made up only of the righteous.  
4)  What was the significance of the miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead for the believer and for the unbeliever?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > For the believer, the miracle was clear proof of Jesus’ claim as Messiah.  That is, many in the multitude who witness this miracle of Lazarus’ resuscitation embraced a “faith” that was focused forward into the future with their Heavenly Father.  

· v45 > “Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him.”  
· Sermon > For the unbeliever (the spies and Pharisees), the miracle was so significant that they called an emergency session of the Sanhedrin.  That is, the conspirators deemed Jesus a perpetual danger and therefore, Jesus must die.  
· v50 > “Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.”  
5)  What should the Spies have reported to the Pharisees about the raising of Lazarus?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The spies should have reported what they saw and not what they felt.  In fact, the spies gave a “bias report” because they did not believe Jesus to be the Christ.  
· Sermon > The spies should have reported that Lazarus was alive and kicking again after four days.  They could have reported that Lazarus was loosed and set free, emancipated from death and liberated from the grave.  They could have reported that Lazarus was happy and energized, singing and shouting.  
· Sermon > The spies should have reported that Mary and Martha’s sorrow and sadness had been turned into joy and gladness.  They could have reported that the weeping of the mourners had been turned into laughter, joy, and merriment.  They could have reported that through Jesus, faith had been fortified, increased, and strengthen.  

· v46 > “But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done.”  
Bonus:  Why did Caiaphas prophesied that, “Jesus should die for the nation?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First, Caiaphas unconsciously predicts a feature of divine providence that the death of Christ was necessary to the salvation of others.  Caiaphas pointed to Jesus, the Lamb of God, as the last sacrificial Lamb.  

· Secondly, Caiaphas did not know he was making a prophetic statement.  Caiaphas meant Jesus had to be killed, but God intended the priest’s words as a reference to Jesus’ substitutionary atonement for sin.  

· v51 > “And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation.”  




