“the lazarus conspiracy”

John 11:45 – 57
· As we travel together in this Christian journey and labor together through 2018, our theme for the year is “Faith Focused Forward”  That is, the idea of every believer possessing a faith in God, having focused truly on Christ, and moving progressively forward with the aid of the Holy Spirit.  

· As we continue our journey through the Gospel of John, remember our ongoing endeavor is getting to know Jesus better.  This morning, the narrative reveals the aftermath and fallout of Lazarus’ resuscitation to life.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the death of Lazarus was for the glory of God so that the Son of God, Jesus, might also be glorified.  Like Mary and Martha, God intends to work through our trials, rather than simply taking them away.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Christianity teaches that the goal is not to eliminate pain and weakness in this life, but for God to work in and through our pain despite of our weakness.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John exposes the plot of the priests and Pharisees to kill Jesus.  That is, a scheme or conspiracy between the chief priests and the Pharisees to murder Jesus.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What is the conspiracy resulting from raising Lazarus?”  
1  –  A  __________________________  among the people  [v45]  
· Many in the multitude who witness this miracle of Lazarus’ resuscitation embraced a “faith” that was focused forward into the future with their Heavenly Father.  For these few Jews, this miracle was clear proof of Jesus’ claim as Messiah.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Far more Jews did not believe in what Jesus had done and in what their eyes had seen.  In every congregation, there are believers and unbelievers.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· When God walks with us, we tend to lose what we consider precious.  ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This miracle is a demonstration of Jesus’ ability to make His resurrection power available to His people today.  _________________________________________________________________
2  –  A  ___________________________  to the pharisees  [v46]  

· Sadly, there were a few Jews that reported what they felt and not what they saw back to the Pharisees.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· They should have reported that  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· They should have reported that  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· None of this was reported by the spies because their evil report was part of the “Lazarus Conspiracy.”  __________________________________________________________________
3  –  A  __________________________  to kill jesus  [v47]  

· This miraculous sign was so significant that the chief priests and the Pharisees decided to call an emergency session of the Sanhedrin.  The religious leaders were jealous of Jesus’ popularity and His favor among the people.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus talked much of this kingdom and the Pharisees took this to mean a visible kingdom, the establishment of which must be contested and prevented with force by the Roman Empire.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Pharisees should have known that:  _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Jewish leaders were more concerned with maintaining their own positions of power.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Caiaphas meant Jesus had to be killed -but- God intended the priest’s words as a reference to His substitutionary atonement.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Knowing that His death had already been agreed upon [v54], Jesus withdraws to a city near the desert called Ephraim.  __________________________________________________________
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