“The proof is in the power”
John 12:1 – 11
February 21, 2018
Relevant Question:  “What is the proof of Jesus’ power?”  
1)  The Perfume from a Believer [v3] 
2)  The Protest from a Betrayer [v4-8] 

3)  The Plot from a Backbiter [v10-11] 
1)  Martha poured on Jesus an expensive pint of perfume (spikenard).  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > false, Martha served the meal during the supper celebration.  Martha is said to be working.  Mary was the one who poured the perfume upon Jesus’ feet (and hair) and wiped His feet with her hair.  She is said to be worshipping.  Lazarus is sitting there as living proof of Jesus’ power.  Lazarus is said to be witnessing.  
· v3 > “Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.”  
· Mark14:3 > “…There came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.”  
2)  What usually happens when somebody gives her or his best to the Lord?  


[a]  Their gifts and sacrifices are minimized.  

[b]  Their works and services are nullified.  

[c]  Their motives and purposes are criticized.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > D = All of the Above.  There will always be someone to question your gifts and services to Jesus Christ.  Piety will often cloak hidden motives and criticism.  
· v5 > “Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?”  

· Sermon > Judas Iscariot objected to what he called a lavish waste and rebuked Mary for her sacrifice.  Mary’s act of love and devotion was misunderstood and criticized.  Judas did not have a genuine concern for the poor.  Judas was stricken not only with the deadly sins of greed and covetousness, but also with dishonesty.  He was a thief.  
· Sermon > Jesus’ statement about always having the poor among you is not a divine endorsement of poverty or an encouragement to do nothing about poverty.  Instead, Jesus was saying that the causes of poverty are many and people will always have occasions to help the poor.  

· Mark 14:7 > “For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always.”  

· Sermon > That is, the opportunity to show love to Jesus on earth was limited.  The disciples would not always have Jesus physically with them here on earth.  
3)  Which of the following is (are) not true?”  


[a]  The nard plant was from northern Egypt.  

[b]  The perfume was worth a year’s wages.  


[c]  The ointment represented a significant sacrifice.  

[d]  Spikenard was presented at Jesus’ birth.  


[e]  This anointing was a form of embalming of Jesus.  

· Sermon > A = The nard plant was from northern India, not Egypt.  Pure nard is a fragrant oil of the aromatic nard plant, which grows in northern India.  
· Sermon > D = Spikenard was not one of the gifts presented at Jesus’ birth.  However, frankincense and myrrh were ointments given at Jesus’ birth, along with gold.  
· Matthew 2:11 > “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.”  
· B = v5 > “Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?”  

· C = v3 > “Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.”  

· E = v7 > “Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.”  
4)  How or where does Jesus open and close His public ministry?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > According to the Gospel of John, Jesus opens His public ministry at a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee (first miracle) and He closes His public ministry at supper celebration in Bethany of Judea (last miracle).  

· Sermon > The Word of God declares that our Lord Jesus places great emphasis upon the home (the Christian home), upon marriage, and upon putting the family back together.  
· John 2:1-2 > [opening] “And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:  2And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.  
· John 12:1-2 > [closing] “Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.  2There they made him [Jesus] a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.” 
Bonus:  Explain why the religious leaders wanted to kill Lazarus?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the religious leaders saw Lazarus as the living proof (witness) of Jesus’ power.  

· Sermon > Many of the Jews consciously and deliberately moved away from the religion leaders and moved toward genuine faith in Jesus as Messiah and as the Son of God.  
· v10-11 > “But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 11Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.”  



