“the proof is in the power”

John 12:1 – 12
· As we travel together in this Christian journey and labor together through 2018, our theme for the year is “Faith Focused Forward”  That is, the idea of every believer possessing a faith in God, having focused truly on Christ, and moving progressively forward with the aid of the Holy Spirit.  

· As we continue our journey through the Gospel of John, remember our ongoing endeavor is getting to know Jesus better.  This morning, the narrative reveals the aftermath and consequences of raising Lazarus from the dead.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the proof of Jesus’ power was evident in the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the Gospel of John, Jesus opened His public ministry at a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee, and now He closes His public ministry at dinner party in Bethany of Judea.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God declares that our Lord places great emphasis upon the home, the Christian home, upon marriage, and upon putting the family back together.  _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What is the proof of Jesus’ power?”  
1  –  the  __________________________  from  a  ___________________  [v3]  
· Among those attending the dinner party are Lazarus and his two sisters.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here is the proof of Jesus’ power as demonstrated through Mary’s act of love and devotion.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The nard oil is prepared from the roots and spike of the plant, which is why it is sometimes called “spikenard.”  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Mary’s example of devotion is one we should follow.  Mary gave her best, she gave lavishly, she gave in spite of criticism, and she gave lovingly.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  the  __________________________  from  a  ___________________  [v4-8]  

· Here is the proof of Jesus’ power as expressed through Judas’ act of greed and selfishness.  ____

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Piety will often cloak hidden motives and criticism.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As the group’s treasurer, Judas would pocket or embezzle some of the benevolence money.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Mary was misunderstood and criticized, but that is what usually happens when somebody gives his or her best to the Lord  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus knew that as the “Suffering Servant” He must endure pain, death, and burial.  So Jesus immediately defends and commends Mary for her act of love and devotion.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus’ statement [v8] about always having the Poor among you is not a divine endorsement of poverty or an encouragement to do nothing about poverty.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  the  __________________________  from  a  ___________________  [v10-11]  

· Because of the Lazarus Conspiracy, Caiaphas and the Pharisees plotted to murder Jesus and Lazarus.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Because of the raising of Lazarus, many of the Jews consciously and deliberately moved away from the religion leaders and moved toward genuine faith in Jesus as Messiah and as the Son of God.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The proof of our faith should be demonstrated by the power of our worship, our work, and our witness:  ________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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