“The king is coming”
John 12:12 – 19
February 28, 2018
Relevant Question:  “What happens now that the King is coming?”  
1)  The Parade [v12] 
2)  The Praise [v13] 

3)  The Protest [v19] 
1)  The waving of the palm branch was an act of worship symbolizing peace, victory, and triumph.    [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > true, the people that met Jesus waving palm branches did so as a symbol of peace, victory, and triumph.  Furthermore, those who spread their garments before Jesus did so as a symbol of love, respect, and sacrifice.  
· v13 > “Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.”  
· Matthew 21:8 > “And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.”  
2)  The sudden popularity of Jesus was rooted in which of the following?  


[a]  The establishment of true temple worship.  

[b]  The spectacular miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.  

[c]  The promise deliverance from Roman rule.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > B = Raising Lazarus from the dead.  The Word of God makes plain that Jesus’ sudden popularity was rooted in the spectacular miracle of the raising of Lazarus, and not in true faith in Christ.  This triumphal entry (or parade) was the results of curiosity and enthusiasm, but not of true faith.  
· Sermon > A = NO.  The people did not equate the popularity of Jesus with the establishment of temple worship.  In fact, Jesus’ real concern was not the temple building, but in correcting the hypocrisy and self-righteousness of the Pharisees.  
· Sermon > c = NO.  The people did not equate the celebrity of Jesus with the promised deliverance from Roman rule and occupation.  The messianic promise of the coming Kingdom would not be of this world.  
· Sermon > d = NO, thus nullifying “all of the above.”  
· v17 > “The people therefore that was with him [Jesus] when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record.”  

3)  Which of the following is (are) not true?”  


[a]  The word “Hosanna” means freedom now.  

[b]  Jesus had only six days left to exist.  


[c]  The Pharisees were hoping that killing Jesus would start a revolt against Rome.  

[d]  The disciples understood the reasons why the multitude enthusiastically received Jesus.  


[e]  Jesus rode into Bethany on the back of a donkey.  

· Sermon > A = The word “Hosanna” means, “save now” or “give salvation now,” not freedom now. 
· Psalm 118:25 > “Save now [Hosanna], I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.”  
· Sermon > b = Jesus possess eternal existence.  Time expressed in days or hours are meaningless to Jesus Christ, the creator of “time and space.”  
· 2 Peter 3:8 > “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”  
· Sermon > C = In the plot to kill Jesus, the Pharisees were not hoping to start a revolt against Rome but were afraid of causing the people to riot.  
· John 11:48 > “If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.”  
· Sermon > D = At first, the disciples did not understand the events of Palm Sunday until after Jesus was glorified [resurrected].  
· v16 > “These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.”  
· Sermon > E = Jesus rode into Jerusalem, not Bethany, on the back of a donkey.  
· v14 > “And Jesus, when he had found a young ass [donkey], sat thereon; as it is written.”  
4)  In Chapter 12, what does the Gospel of John challenge the believer to do?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John’s Gospel challenges every believer to examine his or her heart and to confirm her or his faith in Christ through work, worship, and witness.  

· Sermon > Like the work of Martha, the worship of Mary, and the witness of Lazarus, every believer must examine their heart and confirm their faith in Jesus Christ through their own work, worship, and witness.  

· John 12:2-3 > “There they made him a supper; and Martha served [work]: but Lazarus was one of them that sat [witness] at the table with him.  3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed [worship] the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.”  
Bonus:  Explain why the “stones” would cry out as stated in the sermon (cf. Luke 19:40).  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > If the believer fails to offer praise and worship to Jesus Christ, then the stones and rocks of Jerusalem would immediately cry out in praise.  That is, the Person of Christ must be worshipped and the Name of Jesus must be praised.  

· Sermon > Unfortunately, the stones do not know the specifics of our praise and testimony.  The reason for our shout is specific to our deliverance.  

· Luke 19:39-40 > “And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.  40And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”  



