“i wanna see jesus”
John 12:20 – 26
March 21, 2018
Relevant Question:  “How can we see Jesus today?”  
1)  In our Bible, the Word of God  
2)  In our Testimony, the Witness for God  
3)  In our Ministry, the Work for God  
1)  Why should Christians be the most generous people in the history of the world?  


[a]  They are rich in religious wisdom.  

[b]  They are happy in godly knowledge.  

[c]  They are the recipients of spiritual grace.  

[d]  They are the recipients of divine joy.  


[e]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > c =  Christians are the recipients of the most generous gift – the grace of God.  Because of this grace, they generously give to a Loving God.  They give a stewardship of their time, talent, treasure, tongue, and temple faithfully.  
· Sermon > A = NO.  Religious wisdom does not lead to generosity, but it should.  Most Christians fail to grow through wisdom.  These “certain Greeks” grew tired of worldly wisdom or philosophy.  
· Sermon > b = NO.  Godly knowledge does not lead to generosity, but it should.  Most Christians do not retain the knowledge that might lead to wisdom.  
· Sermon > d = NO.  Divine joy does not lead to generosity, but it should.  Most Christians lack genuine joy, and thus fail to obtain contentment.  
· Sermon > e = NO, thus nullifying “all of the above.”  
2)  As Christians, which of the following is (are) not true?”  


[a]  We “see” Jesus at the time of our conversion (during regeneration).  

[b]  We “see” Jesus at the time of our death (when we cross the swelling tide).  


[c]  We “see” Jesus at His coronation (as we bring forth the royal diadem).  

[d]  We “see” Jesus at the Great White Throne judgment (after the Tribulation period) .  

· Sermon > A = True, we see Jesus at the time of our conversion.  That is, the God of our salvation, Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 
· John 3:6 > “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  
· Sermon > b = True, we see Jesus at the time of our death.  That is, once we cross the swelling tide of the Jordan River, moving from this life to eternal life.  
· 2Cor 5:8 > “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  
· Sermon > C = True, we see Jesus at His coronation.  That is, at the Great Coronation when we crown Him King of kings and Lord of lords.  
· Revelation 17:14 > “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”  
· Sermon > D = Not True, we will not see Jesus at the Great White Throne judgment.  That is, this judgment is reserved for those whose name is not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  
· Revelation 20:11-12 > “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”  

3)  What does the word “philosophy” mean?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The word philosophy means “lover of wisdom.”  
· Sermon > As Jesus is teaching in the temple, certain God-fearing Greeks tell Philip, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”  These Greeks may have been Greek proselytes able to join the Jews in temple worship.  They are a part of the “other sheep” not of the Jewish fold, on the move coming to see the Great Shepherd.  
· Sermon > For them, Greek philosophy failed to provide them the wisdom of life.  Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle gave rise to the philosophies of the Stoics, the Cynics, and the Epicureans.  

· v20 > “And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast.”  
· BTS > Stoics:  a philosophy of personal ethics which is informed by its system of logic and its views on the natural world.  That is, people should be free from passion, unmoved by joy or grief, and submit without complaint to unavoidable necessity.  Virtue is the only good.  
· BTS > Cynics:  a philosophy to live in virtue, in agreement with nature.  As reasoning creatures, people can gain happiness by rigorous training and by living in a way, which is natural for themselves, rejecting all conventional desires for wealth, power, sex, and fame.  That is, a person who believes that only selfishness motivates human actions.  
· BTS > Epicureans:  a philosophy that believe “pleasure” was the greatest good, but that the way to attain such pleasure was to live modestly, to gain knowledge of the workings of the world, and to limit one’s desires.  That is, the highest good is pleasure, interpreted as freedom from disturbance or pain.  It is the indulgence in sensual pleasures; having luxurious tastes or habits, especially in eating and drinking.  
4)  Why is our witness to a “lost world” so scary?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Our witness to a lost world is scary because, as Christians, we are the only way in which Christ can most clearly be seen.  That is, Jesus Christ is reflected in the lives of His followers.  
· Sermon > The only thing some people will ever know about Jesus is what they see through Ebenezer Church and its members.  We are walking, talking, living, breathing epistles, and that’s scary.  A lost world comes to us as they came to Philip saying, “I wanna see Jesus.”  
· v21 >  “The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.”  
5)  What does “Anno Domini” mean?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Anno Domini means “in the year of our Lord,” the designated number of years since the birth of Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > The influence of Jesus upon the world is immeasurable.  When we look at most of the civilized nations of the world, they all use a Judeo-Christian system of law.  It is our code of morality.  The shear number of churches, which exist in the world today, is a direct reflection of Jesus’ influence and the continuous spread of the Gospel and Christianity.  




