“i wanna see jesus”

John 12:20 – 26

March is “stewardship” month: a time to check out our giving and an opportunity to reevaluate our generosity.  Stewardship is about loaner-ship and not owner-ship.  Christians ought to be the most generous people in the history of the world.  Why, because they are the recipients of the most generous gift in the world, the gift of the grace of God.  Christian Stewardship is the management of God’s resources: God’s Stuff.  Therefore, we must give God’s Stuff back to God.  

As we continue our journey through the Gospel of John, our faith focus is getting to know Jesus better.  We are living in a day and time when many Christians have lost their fear of God and their connection to the local church.  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is the focus of this morning’s sermon; folk ought to come to church to see Christ and to worship God.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 

We can identify with the request these Gentiles make to Philip, “I too want to see Jesus.”  This narrative provides the evidence of the Pharisees’ statement found in v19 that, “The world is gone after Jesus.”  Here, as Jesus is teaching in the temple, certain God-fearing Greeks tell Philip, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”  For them, Greek philosophy has failed them.  Philosophy means lover of wisdom.  Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle gave rise to the philosophies of the Stoics, the Cynics, and the Epicureans.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at v20, now “certain Greeks” sought the wisdom of God through Jesus Christ.  These Greeks told Philip, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Notice in v23 Jesus states, “The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.”  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part of our Christian Stewardship is our witness to the Word of God.  There is POWER in the Word.  Faithful Stewards tell the story with delight and excitement.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you want to see Jesus today, look into the Bible.  One of names of Jesus is “THE WORD.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We see Jesus whenever we look in the Bible.  The next time you are reading the “Written Word,” look for those passages that remind you of Jesus, the “Living Word.”  _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The influence of Jesus upon the world is immeasurable.  The fact that we call this year 2018 AD means “Anno Domini” [“in the year of our Lord”], the designated number of years since the birth of Jesus Christ.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We can see Jesus today in His local churches.  As the Body of Christ, Ebenezer, we must declare the truth and demonstrate the faith about Jesus to the dying world around us.  How, through our witness.  The only thing some people will ever know about Jesus is what they see through this church and its’ members.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Imagine how wonderful that would be, God using you to bring souls to the Savior.  Salvation is in no other name.  Like these Greeks, we too want to see Jesus for ourselves.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus is revealed in Bethlehem:  ______________________________________________________
Jesus is revealed in Jerusalem:  ______________________________________________________

Jesus is revealed in Gethsemane:  ____________________________________________________

Jesus is revealed on the Cross:  ______________________________________________________

Jesus is revealed in the Resurrection:  _________________________________________________

Jesus is revealed in the Heavens:  _____________________________________________________

There are at least three times when we are going to Jesus.  


1) At our Conversion (during regeneration).  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) At our Death (after crossing the swelling tide).  _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) At Jesus’ Coronation (as we bring forth the royal diadem).  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Even unbelievers shall see Jesus.  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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