“When jesus is lifted up”

John 12:27 – 36

March is “stewardship” month: a time to check out our giving and an opportunity to reevaluate our generosity.  The true cost of our discipleship is stewardship.  Keep in mind, stewardship is about loaner-ship and not owner-ship.  The acknowledgement that everything we own belongs to the Lord makes a “steward” faithful.  Christian Stewardship is the management of God’s resources: God’s Stuff.  Therefore, we must give God’s Stuff back to God.  

Unfortunately, we live in a nation where Christ and the Church are maligned and denigrated.  The issues and ideas of Jesus have become the object of ridicule, the source of criticism, and the brunt of comedic jokes.  Together, let us resume our journey through the Gospel of John, determined to know Jesus better.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that Jesus is The Christ, the Son of the Living God.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the Gospel of John, we see Jesus moving steadily and steadfastly towards Calvary.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God declares that Jesus was born for this very reason, for this very purpose, and for this very hour.  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What happens when Jesus is lifted up?”  

1  –  The Father  ___________________________________  [v28]  

· The word “glorify” means to  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Keep in mind that Jesus left His home in glory, the place of His glory, His position seated on the right hand side of God.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This voice was audible, but it was not understood by everybody.  Strangely, what some heard sounded to them like thunder.  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2  –  The World and Satan  __________________________  [v31]  

· When Jesus is lifted up, Satan will be “casted down” and this world will be “pulled down.”  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Those opposed to Christ shall be judged.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  Sinners  _____________________________________  [v32]  

· Unfortunately, we are living in a day and time when not everyone is willing to lift up Jesus, let alone talk about Jesus outside of the Church.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· After all, as the Children of God, we are in the lifting up the “Name of Jesus” business.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Here, Jesus is not referring to His Ascension, but to His crucifixion.  ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Jesus crucifixion would mean salvation for a dying world.  Being “lifted up” speaks first of the cross, but it also speaks of His Resurrection.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus is The Light for the world, but the Light was fading as His public ministry was almost over.  Now, the darkness of night was coming in which the evil forces would hold dominion over the people and the world.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The cross reminds us that God loves the whole world and that the task of the church is to take the Gospel to the whole world.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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