“faith to follow the father”

John 12:37 – 50

March is “stewardship” month: a chance to recheck our charity, a time to re-examine our giving, and an opportunity to reevaluate our generosity.  A sacrifice is above and beyond the tithe, which we already give to God as “firstfruits.”  Every sacrifice must possess devotion, value, and worth.  Christian Stewardship is the management of God’s resources: God’s Stuff.  Therefore, we must give God’s Stuff back to God.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Let us resume our faith journey through the Gospel of John, determined to know Jesus better.  Today is forever known, in Christendom, as Palm Sunday.  The people who met Jesus entering Jerusalem by waving palm branches and by spreading their garments.  Not everyone was excited to meet Jesus or to join in the Palm Sunday celebratory parade.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that Jesus is The Logos, the Living Word of the Living God.  That is, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Logos).  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the Gospel of John, the Apostle John quotes the Prophet Isaiah to describe Israel’s unbelief.  The narrative makes plain for us that in spite of all of Jesus’ miraculous signs, as a nation, Israel failed to believe and accept Jesus as Messiah.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God explains that the nation as a whole refused to believe because they constantly rejected God’s prophetic revelation.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “Why do people faithfully follow the Father?”  

1  –  They Have  ___________________________________  [v40]  

· Israel’s unbelief had been foretold by the Prophet Isaiah concerning “The Suffering Servant – Jesus.”  Israel misinterpreted the miracles, ignored the signs, disbelieved the message, and rejected the Messiah.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Although they were standing in the presence of Jesus, “The Light of the World,” they would not open their eyes; lacking sight to see.  Their eyes were blind to the Light of Christ, unable to escape the darkness.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This morning, our eyes are open to the truth of God because we take God’s truth seriously.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  They Have  ___________________________________  [v43]  

· Among the chief rulers, the scribes and the religious leaders, many secretly believed on Jesus but because of the Pharisees, they did not openly confess him as Christ.  These Jewish leaders who believed in Jesus were afraid to go public with their faith.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea belonged to this group initially but eventually came out openly in their confession of Christ.  Truth of the matter, they had a fear of men more than a fear of God.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Father is worthy to be praised.  After all, it is God the Father who pardons, heals, comforts, blesses, saves, equips … _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  They Have  ___________________________________  [v47]  

· Jesus came to save the world but the world must possess the power to hear in order to avoid judgment.  Since Jesus is Logos [Word of God], God spoke decisively and honestly through Jesus Christ.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The rejection of God’s revelation inevitably brings a hardening in sin and an ultimate judgment from God.  The real issue of faith is the power to hear and to obey the Word of God, and then to follow the Father.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The eternal life Christ offers brings us resurrection power right now.  _______________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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