“washing dirty feet”
John 13:1 – 17
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Relevant Question:  “How to wash dirty feet?”  

1)  With a Humble Spirit [v4]  
2)  With a Servant Heart [v5]  
3)  With a Ministry Mind [v15]  
1)  What does the “towel” represent in this foot-washing story?  


[a]  The spirit of humility of the one doing the washing.  


[b]  The heart condition of the chief servant and leader of the group.  

[c]  The washer’s ministry mind which is focused on people.  

[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > D = All of the above.  Each of the above statements is true and accurate and each reflects the character of Jesus Christ as Messiah.  
· Sermon > A = Humble Spirit.  Jesus displays love without limits and the by-product of “limitless love” is humility.  As Lord and Savior, Jesus was the personification of living love who humbled himself to save us.  The towel was a symbol of His humble and surrendered spirit.  
· Sermon > b = Servant Heart.  Jesus demonstrates divine strength and is strong enough to look weak.  Jesus is the epitome of strength.  As Messiah, Jesus was God in flesh that came to sacrifice His life and to serve humanity.  The towel represented His servant’s heart as He stooped down in holy humility to serve.  
· Sermon > c = Ministry Mind.  Jesus gives an example of leadership and followship as a sign of His relationship with the Father.  As Master and Leader of the group, Jesus’ mindset was as chief servant (slave).  The towel was emblematic of His purpose to provide a Christian example of servitude for all those related to the Father and engaged in the business of people (ministry).  
2)  Salvation is free and clear.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  Salvation is free, but there is a maintenance cost and all are required to contribute.  All must pay for its upkeep.  There is a cost to keep ministry operating (and the building fund) and that cost is levied upon the children of God.  

· Sermon >  That is, the few are required to pay more, do more, and work harder only because the many won’t help out, pitch in, participate, pray, tithe, support, witness, or trust in God.  

· Sermon > Yes, salvation is free but free does not mean cheap.  The total price of the Plan of Salvation cost God His only begotten Son Jesus, and it cost Jesus His life sacrificed on Calvary’s rugged cross.  
3)  The devil entered the mind of Judas to betray Jesus.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > FALSE.  The devil put the notion to betray Jesus Christ into the heart, not the mind, of Judas Iscariot.  That is, Satan was permitted to influence the spirit of Judas as the “son of perdition.”  An idle mind maybe the devil’s workshop, but a faith-less heart is the place of deception and betrayal.  
· v2 > “And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him.”  
· v27 > “And after the sop Satan entered into him.  Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.”  
· John 17:12 > “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  
4)  Why did Peter ignorantly reject the foot-washing offer of Jesus?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Peter thought that it was beneath Jesus, his Master and Rabbi, to wash his dirty feet and the feet of the disciples.  In Jewish custom, foot washing was a task reserved for servants and slaves.  In homes with meager income, the foot-washing chore was performed by the children.  Of course, most people had to wash their own feet.  
· Sermon > Lacking knowledge of Jesus’ mission, Peter told Jesus that he would never wash his feet.  To that, Jesus told Peter that if he did not wash Peter’s feet, Peter would not have a part with or a share in the salvation mission of Christ Jesus.  
· Sermon > Peter told Jesus to wash not just his feet, but also his hands and head.  That is, to wash (anoint) his hands for the work of salvation and his head to think on things of Christ.  
· v8-9 > “Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.  Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  9Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.”  
5)  What does Jesus washing away the dirt imply about cleansing the believer?”  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus washes away the sin, and leaves the skin.  That is, Jesus taking away the dirt of sin, creates within a clean heart and renews within a right spirit.  Jesus’ foot-washing example is our model for relating and restoring the lost to God.  
· 1John 1:8 > “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
· Sermon > As iron sharpens iron, each of us must wash the dirt of sin from one another through ministry as a humble servant.  That is, when washing our brethren’s feet, we must not use boiling water to scald them or frigid water to freeze them.  Ministry must be accomplished with a mind towards helping people.  The efficacy of our ministry is in the authenticity of our servitude.  
· Galatians 6:1 > “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  
Bonus)  Explain the “greatness” of Jesus as he washed Judas feet.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > At that moment, the greatness of Jesus was revealed as God in flesh [Jesus] washed the feet of Satan in flesh [Judas].  
· v5 > “After that he pour water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”  



