“The son of perdition”
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Relevant Question:  “What are the consequences of the son of perdition?”  

1)  Jesus was Troubled [v21]  
2)  John was Inquisitive [v25]  
3)  Judas was Selected [v26]  
1)  In spiritual warfare, which of the following will Satan use to prevent humanity’s salvation?  


[a]  The army of polluted demons and evil spirits.  


[b]  The unsaved and nonbelievers of this world.  

[c]  The people of false religions.  

[d]  The people of Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > All of the above.  Each of the above statements is true and accurate and each reflects the group upon which Satan will use in his spiritual attacks against Jesus Christ.  Remember, spiritual warfare is about the salvation of humanity.  Satan is God’s archenemy and humanity’s eternal accuser.  

· Sermon > A = Army of Polluted Demons.  Satan employed his entire army of polluted demons, evil spirits, foul spirits, unclean spirits, and imps in an attempt to prevent the salvation of humanity.  During the time of Christ, all the forces of evil were arrayed against Jesus and against God’s plan of salvation to redeem fallen humanity.  
· Sermon > b = Unsaved and Nonbelievers.  Satan not only used his own spiritual army, but Satan recruited unsaved humans (Pilate) and non-believers (Caiaphas) to his demonic army to carry out spiritual warfare.  Satan is still recruiting individuals to accomplish his bidding.  
· Sermon > c = People of False Religious.  Satan does not differentiate between people who practice true religion (Christianity) or false mythology (Greek/Roman).  Satan works in and through human bodies and human wills that are surrendered to evil.  Satan can and will use anyone in his spiritual warfare against Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > d = People of Jesus Christ.  Satan selects one of Jesus’ own disciples, a secret agent, to deliver the final blows of treason and betrayal.  In fact, Satan himself showed up for the battle.  Satan’s main battle strategy is getting people to abandon their faith and obedience in and to the True Living God.  
2)  The word “sop” means a “little bit.”  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The word “sop” literally means a “little bit” of something like bread or meat.  The sop was a tiny portion of morsel or a small piece of food.  
· Sermon > The host at a feast (in this case Jesus) would dip into a common bowl, pull out a particularly tasty bit and pass it to a guest as a special mark of honor or friendship.  

· Sermon > Considering the seating arrangements at the Last Supper, when Jesus passed the sop so easily to Judas, it has been suggested that Judas must have been seated near the Lord in a place of honor.  
3)  Judas was “demon possessed” by Satan.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > truE.  Judas was personally possessed by Satan himself in this treacherous act of betrayal of Jesus Christ.  That is, Judas was “demon possessed” by Satan.  On that night, Judas yielded totally to the temptation of Satan, becoming obedient to Satan’s leading.  Apparently, Judas had a long history of deception and larceny.  
· v27 > “And after the sop Satan entered into him.  Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.”  
· Sermon > Judas betrayed Jesus so that the scripture may be fulfilled.  Yet, God never sent a person to Hell.  Like Judas, that person must knowingly reject the Savior and deliberately decide to live his or her life without Christ.  Like Judas, the decisions we make (moment to moment) are greatly influenced by our long-practiced thoughts and behavior.  We too must make our own decision concerning Christ.  
4)  What is the biblical meaning of the word “perdition?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Biblical meaning of the word “perdition” is the state of final spiritual ruin, loss, or damnation of the soul.  The phase “son of perdition” represents the person born out of “damnation” to betray the Son of Man (Son of God).  That is, the “Son of Man” is betrayed by the “son of perdition.”  The unrepentant betrayer has already been judged to go into the Lake of Fire.  
· John 17:12 > “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gave me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.”  
· Mark 14:21 > “The Son of Man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  Good were it for that man if he had never been born.”  
· 1Thess 2:3 >  “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”  
· BTS> That is, the statement which is “written of him” and that “scripture may be fulfilled” references back to Psalm 41:9 > “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.”  
· BTS > Perdition is about utter destruction (loss), and eternal damnation (hell).  Some commentaries equate the “son of perdition” with the antichrist.  The Antichrist is the final opponent of Christ and thus of God.  This designation is found only in the Letters of the Apostle John.  The phrase portrays the progression of an evil character that produces ruin in others, and is headed toward final judgment.  
· 1John 2:18 > “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.”  
5)  From what does the ransom or payment of Jesus’ life save the believer?  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus has come giving his life a ransom to save the believer from the penalty, the power, and presence of sin.  Personal salvation is an intimate connection with Jesus Christ.  
· BTS > In Christ, we have been saved (past tense) from the penalty of sin which is death.  We are being saved (presence tense) from the power of sin which is to continue in sin (defeated).  We shall be saved (future tense) from the presence of sin which is to be delivered from and to be present to the Lord.  
· Romans 6:23 > “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
· Romans 6:1 > “What shall we say then?  Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?”  
· 2Cor 5:8 > “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  
Bonus)  Could Judas been forgiven?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Yes, Judas could have been forgiven.  Amazing grace is so amazing had Judas lived long enough to repent, Jesus would have forgiven him.  The amazing thing is had Judas only been at the foot of the cross when Jesus said, “Father forgive them.”  The amazing thing is had Judas avoided suicide and met the “Risen Savior,” Jesus would have forgiven him.  This Amazing grace is still amazing.  
· 1John 1:9 > “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
· Sermon > YES, in giving Judas the sop, Jesus was demonstrating a final gesture of His love for Judas.  Along with washing his feet, this was Jesus’ final attempt to turn Judas’ heart to Him and away from betrayal.  

· v26 > “Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.  And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.”  
· v5 >  “After that he poured water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”  



