“a new command to love”
John 13:31 – 35
May 2, 2018

Relevant Question:  “What are the joys of a new love command?”  

1)  Christ Jesus is Glorified [v31]  
2)  Children Disciples are Sanctified [v33]  
3)  Church Believers are Edified [v34]  
1)  What happened once Judas left the Upper Room?  


[a]  Jesus turns the atmosphere to one of rejoicing and celebration.  


[b]  Jesus inaugurates Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper).  

[c]  Jesus is no longer agitated or “troubled in spirit.”  

[d]  Jesus makes up His mind to glorify the Father.  


[e]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > E = All of the above.  Each of the above statements is true and accurate and each reflects the spiritual condition once Judas (and Satan) exited the Upper Room.  

· Sermon > A = Atmosphere of Rejoicing.  The Upper Room turns joyous as Jesus engages in an intimate fellowship with His disciples.  Jesus provides His disciple a solution for surviving His absence by giving them a “new command” to love.  
· Sermon > b = Holy Communion.  In this intimate setting, Jesus declares the “unleavened bread” to be His broken body and the “fruit of the vine” to be His shed blood.  This is the Lord Supper inaugurated during the Last Supper.  
· Sermon > c = No Longer Troubled.  Once the betrayer has departed, Jesus is free from the agitation (anxiety of the passion), and is no longer “troubled in spirit.”  
· Sermon > d = Glorify the Father.  Jesus has made up His mind concerning His impending suffering to glorify the Father.  Glorification involves separation from God the Father and from His disciples.  Jesus’ death is the beginning of His glorification and the cross will reveal God’s glorification.  

2)  Why does Jesus refer to His disciples as “little children?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Referring to the disciples as “little children,” Jesus was using a term of endearment.  Jesus was signifying that His disciples were still in need of growing in His grace and in His knowledge.  
· Sermon > Jesus was acknowledging that His “children-disciples,” as of yet, were spiritually immature, still growing, developing, and increasing.  
· v33 > “Little children, yet a little while I am with you.  Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.”  
3)  What was Jesus’ solution to His disciples for surviving His absence?  


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > In order to survive His absence, Jesus gave His disciples a new command to love.  During the Upper Room supper, Jesus demonstrates examples of love, humility, and sacrifice.  Jesus begins to instruct His disciples and to prepare them for His departure, for His crucifixion and His ascension.  
· Sermon > Jesus is “setting apart” (sanctification) these eleven disciples for the glorious work of the gospel.  That is in Christ, we have become brothers and sisters, members of a single family in God.  As believers, our responsibility is to “agape love” one another.  
· v5 > “After that he poured water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”  
4)  The new command to love is similar to the “golden rule.”  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  Both the new command to love and the Golden Rule have their scope and motivation in God’s expression of love: “agape.”  That is, with the new commandment, we are called to love one another as Christ has loved us.  With the Golden Rule, we are told to do unto other, as we would have them to do unto us.  Note: it is not “Do unto other as they “do unto you.”  Rather it is, “Do unto other as you “would have them” to do unto you.”  
· Sermon > We are given a new command with a new word: “agape.”  God’s love is always “other-centered.”  It is both unconditional and sacrificial.  
· Sermon > Agape love is the basic elements of Christ-likeness.  It is kind and gentle, truthful and hopeful, and meek and humble.  It is a supernatural decision of the “will” rather than a natural feeling.  Agape love is the true symbol of Christianity.  
· Sermon >  This Christ-like love that permeates “the new community of Christian brothers and sisters” (The Church) becomes a witness to a lost world that Jesus is real.  Only Jesus’ living presence in us can explain the agape love we have for others.  
· v34 > “A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  




