“a new command to love”

John 13:31 – 35

We are related to God through Jesus Christ, we are united with Christ by grace through faith, and we have received the joyous life we now live through the Holy Spirit.  This new relation with Christ involves a new relation with each other.  We are brethren together; members of one new family.  As members of this family, we are given a new commandment to love.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, let us continue our study journey through the Gospel of John committed to getting to know Jesus better.  This morning, we are given a new command with a new word > agape.  Agape draws its’ meaning directly from the revelation of God in Christ.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that whatever we do, we should do it all to the glory of the Father.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Word of God makes plain that our redemption is more than Jesus just breaking our bondage of sin.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In the Gospel of John, Jesus provides the remaining eleven disciples the solution to surviving in His absence by obeying His examples of love, humility, and sacrifice.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What are the joys of a new love command?”  

1  –  christ  ___________________________________  [v31]  


Once Satan entered Judas, Judas exited the Upper Room on his terrible mission.  After Judas’ departure, the events leading to Jesus’ death and glorification are set in motion.  In fact, the atmosphere in the Upper Room turns joyous; Jesus is free from the agitation and is no longer “troubled in spirit.”  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Here, Jesus has made up His mind.  His death is the beginning of His glorification and the cross reveals God’s glorification.  Glorification involves separation.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The cross, the symbol of shame, was also the symbol of sacrifice.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  children  ___________________________________  [v33]  


Jesus attempts to comfort His disciples concerning His pending departure.  Yet immature, Jesus refers to His disciples as “little children.”  Children disciples, immature, still to grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  They are immature, yet growing, developing and increasing.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The cross has always been the central matter of Jesus’ ministry.  Now it’s the place of His departure.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The time is approaching when these disciples, who cannot follow Jesus now, will one day grow, mature, and develop to bring glory to Jesus Christ.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  church  ___________________________________  [v34]  


The word new does not mean “new in time” because love has been significant to God’s people even during the Old Testament.  This new commandment embodies the essential principle of the whole law.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Jesus is edifying His disciples, and us, to put away all jealousy and strife.  Do not let envying and quarreling divide you.  Together, let us joyously join the family of God.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


With the coming of the Holy Spirit, we have new power to love one another just as Jesus loved us.  After all, Jesus loves us with a self-denying love, with a limitless love, and with a gentle and polite love.  ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This Christ-like love that permeates the Church, the new community of Christian brothers and sisters, is a witness to a lost world that Jesus is real.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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