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Relevant Question:  “Why did Peter deny Jesus?”  

1)  Peter was self-confident  [v36]  
2)  Peter was self-reliant  [v37b]  
3)  Peter was self-absorbed  [v38b]  
1)  Wretchedness is a single act of sin.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > FALSE.  Wretchedness is the state of a sinful nature.  Wretchedness is the condition of a wayward heart that produces a desecrated spirit.  

· BTS > A wretch is someone who rejects and/or lives outside the will of God.  It is the state of wickedness and the perversion of what pertains to goodness and righteousness.  
· BTS > A wretch is a deplorably unfortunate or unhappy person.  It is a person of despicable or base character.  
2)  Peter was confident that his love and courage would stand up to any challenge.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  Peter could not conceive of any situation that would prohibit him from following Jesus.  Peter wanted to be with Jesus and he could not imagine anything or any place that would keep him from being with Jesus, including death.  With all sincerity, Peter did not know himself as well as he thought nor did he know the satanic power at work against him.  Consider Jesus’ words in Luke 22:31-32.  
· Luke 22:31-32 > “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has desired to have you that he may sift you as wheat:  32But I have prayed for you that your faith fail not: and when you are converted, strengthen your brethren.”  

· BTS > Jesus assures Peter that in spite of Satan’s desire to sift all the disciples (you is plural in the Greek) like wheat.  That is, to put them through difficult times, and to sift by trials and temptations.  
· BTS > Peter’s faith was tested, but he (overtime) would not fail.  Peter would be restored (turned back) and be “converted” or “transformed.”  Peter would become the leader of the disciples.  

3)  Which of the below statements made by Jesus shocked and caused his disciples to doubt?  


[a]  You cannot come where I am going.  


[b]  You will have no part with me.  

[c]  One of you shall betray me.  

[d]  You are not all clean.  


[e]  You should do as I have done.  
· Sermon > C, YES = Shall betray me.  In v21-22 > “When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 22Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake.”  Jesus’ statement must have shocked the other disciples.  They must have wondered if Peter was the traitor.  
· Sermon > A, NO = You cannot come.  In v33 > “Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.”  
· Sermon > B, NO = Have no part.  In v8 > “Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”  

· Sermon > D, NO = Not all clean.  In v11 > “For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.”  

· Sermon > E, NO = As I have done.  In v15 > “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  

4)  What did Zechariah say would happen to the sheep when the shepherd is smitten?  
· Sermon > Zechariah said that the sheep shall be scattered when the shepherd is struck.  
· Zechariah 13:7 > “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.”  
· Matthew 26:31 > “Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.”  
· Mark 14:27 > “And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.”  
5)  What does the self-reliant Peter do in the Garden of Gethsemane?  

· Sermon > Without consulting Jesus, Simon Peter whips out his sword and embarks on a mission of manslaughter.  Here, Peter cuts off Malchus’ right ear, the servant to the high priest.  
· Sermon > Note, the reason Peter got his ear and not his head was that Peter was a fisherman, and not a swordsman.  Peter was very reliable at throwing a fishnet, but Peter made for a very poor swordsman.  
· John 18:10 > “Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear.  The servant’s name was Malchus.”  

Bonus)  According to the synoptic gospel, what did Peter do after denying Jesus?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Peter went out and wept bitterly.  Peter’s tears were tears of repentance.  Remember, Jesus prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail.  The good news is that even denying Christ, once there is repentance, it brings forgiveness from Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > In the end, Peter’s repentance would lead to his restoration.  On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preached Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the dead.  

· Sermon > Both Peter’s denial and Judas’ betrayal were the results of both men failing to grasp the coming sacrificial death of Jesus as the Lamb of God.  Judas failed but was just remorseful and regretful.  However, Peter failed but was repentant and eventually restored.  



