“peter’s denial predicted”

John 13:36 – 38

As the church, we are called to affirm and to acknowledge Jesus under any and all situations, conditions, occasions, events, and circumstances.  As believers, we are to confess Jesus as Christ instantly, in season and out of season.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we are reminded of the scripture [Matt. 10:33] where Jesus warns believers > “Whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I deny before my Father which is in heaven.”  This morning, let us continue our study journey through the Gospel of John committed to getting to know Jesus better.  This morning, we are given a new command with a new word > agape.  Agape draws its’ meaning directly from the revelation of God in Christ.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that whatever we do to glorify God, we should never turn our backs on the Lord.  That is, our love for the Lord should always outweigh our love for self and others.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Word of God makes plain that Simon Peter would deny Him thrice before the next sunrise; before the rooster crows.  We might understand being surprise and overtaken in a fault once, but thrice.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Gospel of John tells us that both Peter’s denial and Judas’ betrayal were the results of both men failing to grasp the coming sacrificial death of Jesus as the Lamb of God.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “Why did Peter deny Jesus?”  

1  –  peter  was  ___________________________________  [v36]  


As Jesus continues to teach His disciples how to survive in a hostile world, in His absence, Peter responses to what Jesus said in v33 about going away and about they not being allowed to come.  Peter wants to know where Jesus was going and why he could not go with Him now.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


With all sincerity, Peter did not know himself as well as he thought nor did he know the satanic power at work against him.  Consider Jesus’ word in Luke 22:31-32.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ statement must have shocked the other disciples.  They must have wondered if Peter was the traitor.  After all, if brave Peter denied the Lord, what hope was there for the rest of them?  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  peter  was  ___________________________________  [v37b]  


When Peter declares that he would lay down his life for Jesus’ sake, Peter meant every word of it.  Like Peter in the Upper Room, it is easy for us, in the safety of the church, to boast boldly our faith in Jesus Christ.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In the Garden of Gethsemane and without consulting Jesus, Peter whips out his sword and cuts off Malchus’ right ear, the servant to the high priest.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the synoptic gospels, we are told two additional facts concerning Peter’s sword wheeling adventure in the Garden.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  peter  was  ___________________________________  [v38b]  


The first law of nature is self-preservation.  Peter’s faith and loyalty is put to the ultimate test.  Here, “The I will lay down my life for you Peter” is unable to admit his relationship to Jesus due to fear.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The first denial – John 18:17, “The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”  He said, “I am not.”  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The second denial – John 18:25, “Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.  They asked him, “You are not also one of his disciples, are you?”  He denied it and said, “I am not.”  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The third denial – John 18:26, “One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”  27Peter then denied again.”  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the synoptic gospels, we are told that Peter went out and wept bitterly.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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