“Jesus, our path to the father”
John 14:1 – 7
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Relevant Question:  “How is Jesus our path to the Father?”  

1)  Jesus is The Way  [v5]  
2)  Jesus is The Truth  [v6a]  
3)  Jesus is The Life  [v6b]  
1)  What does it mean that Jesus is our “PATH?”  Which of the below acrostic is correct?  

a.  Powerful, Available, Truthful, and Helpful  


b.  Peace, Advocate, Teacher and Healer  


c.  Present, Active, Trustworthy, and Honest  

d.  Prophet, Almighty, Timeless, and Holy  

· Sermon > B = Peace – Advocate – Teacher – Healer.  
· Sermon > Jesus is our peace on earth through conflict and confusion.  He is our Advocate in glory through sin, guilt, and shame.  Jesus is our teacher of grace and truth.  He is the healer of our total being: spiritually, emotionally, mentally, physiologically, and physically.  
2)  Which of the following is not one of the “I Am” statements of Jesus?  


[a]  I am the Door.  


[b]  I am the Light of the World.  

[c]  I am the Son of God.  

[d]  I am the Good Shepherd.  


[e]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > C, no = Son of God.  Although the statement is true, the gospels never record that Jesus made such a statement about Himself.  Further, it is not one of the seven “I am” statements recorded in the Gospel of John.  

· Sermon > A, YES = The Door.  John 10:9 > “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”  
· Sermon > B, yes = Light of the World.  John 8:12 >  “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  
· Sermon > D, yes = Good Shepherd.  John 10:11 > “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.”  

· Sermon > E, NO.  The “C” statement does not belong and therefore nullifying the “all of the above” choice.  
· Sermon > The statement “I am the way, the truth, and the life” are words of comfort and reassurance to all those who are bewildered by life and bereaved by death.  As believers, death should not be a terror to us because Jesus has returned to heaven to prepare a place for us.  

3)  The heart is the center of the spirit, and is the seat of our affections and personality.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The heart is the center of the spirit, as well as the seat of our affections and personality.  Jesus tells his disciples (and us) not to allow our heart to be anxious, fearful, or troubled.  Each believer is responsible for the condition of his or her heart. 

· Proverbs 4:23 > “Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.”  

· Sermon > All the words of denial and betrayal must have weighed heavily upon the hearts of the disciples.  Faith in Jesus can stop the heart from being terrified and troubled.  
· v1 > “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.”  
4)  The way home to God is a set of directions.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > FALSE.  The way home is not a set of directions, or a map.  The way home to God is through Jesus, the only way.  Jesus knows the way (path) to God because Jesus came from God.  As Christian, we don’t have to figure out the way to heaven.  We simply need to trust that Jesus is the way, to turn from sin, and to choose to follow Him.  
· Sermon > As Christians, we don’t need to know the way to God.  We need only to know Jesus, the “divine way” home to God.  
· v5 > “Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou go; and how can we know the way?” 
· Sermon > The “way” was one of the earliest names applied to the first Christian community, referring to believers as “people of the way.”  

· Acts 9:2 > “Saul went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of The Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”  

· Sermon > If we remain in Jesus’ way, we shall know the truth and the truth shall make us free as we lay hold to eternal life.  This glorious life ensures us one of the many mansions (dwelling places) in Heaven.  
· v2 > “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.”  
BONUS.)  Why is the disciple Thomas called “Doubting Thomas?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Thomas was famous for doubting Jesus’ resurrection, thus earning him the name “Doubting Thomas.”  The problem with Thomas was his focus on religion instead of relationship.  Thomas was so quick to learn the way to get to heaven that he didn’t listen when Jesus promised to return and to take him and the other disciples personally home to Glory.  One day, from His home in glory, Jesus will come again and receive us to Himself that where He is we shall also be. 
· v3 > “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”  
· John 20:25 > “The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.  But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  



