“Bearing fruit”
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Relevant Question:  “What are the blessings of bearing fruit?”  


1)  Some Fruit [v2b]  

2)  More Fruit [v2c]  

3)  Much Fruit [v5b]  
1)  Leaving the Upper Room, Jesus and His disciples went to this location.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Once Jesus and His disciples left the Upper Room, they made their way to the Garden of Gethsemane, an olive grove, near the base of the Mount of Olives.  

· John 14:31 > “But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do.  Arise, let us go hence.”  
· Matthew 26:30 > “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives.”  

2)  Fruit production is the responsibility of the Holy Spirit.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE.  Fruit is produced by the Holy Spirit working through the believer.  Spiritual fruit and Christian character comes from “within” by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Actually, fruit is simply the “Life of Christ” lived out in the believer.  
· Sermon > That is, the Holy Spirit is at work through those who are in vital union with Christ.  The Holy Spirit seeks to transform us into the Christ’s likeness.  
· v4 > “Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.”  

3)  Christians are “cleansed” by the Word of God and are “purged” by the Blood of Christ.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > False, just the opposite.  As Christians, we are “cleansed” by the Blood of Christ, but are “purged” by the Word of God.  
· Sermon > The Blood of Christ shed on Calvary cleanses the believer of guilt and shame; providing forgiveness of sin.  The Word of God hid in the heart of the believer purges (or prune) the believer by creating a clean heart and by renewing a right spirit.  
· Psalm 119:11 > “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”  
· Psalm 51:10 > “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”  

4)  Every believer will bear “more fruit” because they are believers.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > FALSE.  Bearing more fruit is not certain.  Bearing more fruit results from a “purging” process.  God the Gardener will purge or cut off the dead wood, which has no life in it, and trim back or prune the living branches so that they yield more fruit.  That is, God the Gardener will prune small fruit Christians to produce a more fruitful Christian.  
· Sermon > Moreover, without faith it is impossible to reflect the Life of God.  Surely, without the Life of God, no real fruit can be produced.  The direct benefit of abiding and residing in the True Vine is the production of an abundant harvest or “much” fruit.  

· v5 > “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me [faith] you can do nothing.”  
5)  Every Christian in Christ (Branch in the True Vine) is required to do what?  

[a]  To bear some fruit.  

[b]  To bear more fruit.  


[c]  To bear much fruit.  


[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > D = YES, each of the statements is true; therefore accurately indicating the “All of the above” choice.  Every Christian is required to bear fruit.  They need some relationship fruit (the fruit of our love), some discipleship fruit (the fruit of our lives), some fellowship fruit (the fruit of our faith), some stewardship fruit (the fruit of our labor), and some worship fruit (the fruit of our lips).  
· Sermon > A = YES, God the Gardener desires “some fruit” from every branch.  Every Christian needs to bear “some fruit.”  However, some Christians will produce “some fruit” but the fruit is unripe and useless.  
· v2b > “And every branch that bears [some] fruit …”  
· Sermon > B = YES, God the Gardener will prune small fruit Christians so as to produce a more fruitful Christian.  However, most Christians produce “more fruit” but the fruit is often under developed and unusable.  
· v2c > “Every branch that bears fruit, he purge it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”  
· Sermon > C = YES, God the Gardener blesses those who are abiding in Christ and obeying the Word of God.  Thankfully, God desires that we become “much fruit” Christians whose fruit is mature and profitable.  Producing “much fruit” brings glory to God and affirms our position as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
· v5b > “He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit.”  



