“bearing fruit”

John 15:1 – 8

Our lives are intertwined and interlocked; one with the other.  What happens to one happens to all.  We are truly tied together “into a single garment of destiny.”  Oh how the righteous have fallen.  This morning, where are the fruits of righteousness that connects this nation to a compassioned God.  During His earthly ministry, Jesus went about renewing, reconciling, and reconnecting humanity back to God.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, the Holy Spirit continues to lead congregations to a greater growth, to a better liveliness, and to a higher excellence through the bearing of righteous fruit.  It is important to remember that fruit is produced by the Holy Spirit working through the believer.  This morning, it is essential to keep in mind that the quality of the fruit is also contingent on the branch upon which it is growing.  This morning, humanity pursues peace at any cost.  This morning, as we continue our learning journey through the Gospel of John, still committed to getting to know Jesus better.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we become spiritually productive fruit when we are connected to God through Christ.  The life of Christ is flowing through us each day.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that just as fruit cannot grow in just any climate, so then fruitfulness can only grow in a climate blessed with an abundance of the Holy Spirit and the Living Word.  In the Gospel of John, Jesus and His disciples leave the Upper Room and are on their way to the Garden of Gethsemane (an olive grove) near base of the Mount of Olives.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What are the blessings of bearing fruit?”  

1  –  ___________________  FRUIT  [v2b]  


Bearing fruit is not automatic.  There are two types of branches:  [1] Fruit-bearing Branches  ____

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[2] Fruitless Branches  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Branches that are barren or rotten are not producing fruit so the “husbandman” or gardener will “take away.”  Judas Iscariot was with Christ and seemed like a part of the vine on the outside, but Judas Iscariot was not in Christ on the inside.  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God the Gardener desires some fruit from every branch.  Yes, every Christian needs to bear fruit.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  ___________________  FRUIT  [v2c]  


Bearing more fruit is not certain.  Without faith, it is impossible to reflect the Life of God.  Without the Life of God, no real fruit can be produce.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Therefore, the Gardener will purge or cut off the dead wood, which has no life in it and trim back or prune the living branches so that they yield fruit.  God the Gardener will prune small fruit Christians to produce a more fruitful Christian ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As Christians, we are cleansed by the Blood of Christ but we are purged by the Word of God.  The desires of God the Father is that every Christian bring forth fruit.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ___________________  FRUIT  [v5b]  


The direct benefit of abiding and residing in the Vine is the production of an abundant harvest.  Fruitfulness is the results of Jesus Christ being reproduced in us.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Christian who fails to abide in Christ becomes like a useless branch, and like the salt that loses its taste, it too is good for nothing.  Here than, are we strengthen able to do “all things” through Christ.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Some Christians produce some fruit but the fruit is unripe and useless.  Most Christians produce more fruit but the fruit is often under-developed and unusable.  God desires that we become much fruit Christians whose fruit is mature and profitable.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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