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Relevant Question:  “What is the power of love?”  


1)  The Priority of Love  [v9 - 12]  

2)  The Proof of Love  [v13 - 15]  

3)  The Promise of Love  [v16 - 17]  
1)  What does the Bible teaches about obeying the command to “love” one another?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Bible teaches that we become the recipients of God’s love and joy once we obey the command to love one another.  The only secret of success in this endeavor of loving one another is to “first” love Jesus Christ.  Our connection to Christ is a love connection that flows out of our obedience to the Word of God.  
· v9 > “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.”  
2)  What does Jesus teach about prayer?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus teaches that effective prayer is based upon the believer’s faith in Him and upon His words abiding and remaining in the believer.  The promise of divine love guarantees that our prayers will (at least) be heard.  The promise of divine love ensures that the answer to our prayers will bring glory to God.  
· v16c > “…That whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”  
3)  The proof of Jesus’ love moves us from discipleship to friendship.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE.  The proof of Jesus’ love moves us from being servants (disciples) to becoming friends.  Jesus calls His disciples friends because He had disclosed His Father’s will and revelation to them.  Remember, our friendship with Christ involves both love and obedience.  

· Sermon > We too are transformed from discipleship to friendship because we have kept Jesus’ commandments.  That is, we are no longer servants under the Law of Moses, but friends under the Grace of Christ.  Today, we are joyful that Jesus calls us friends and not just servants.  What a friend we have in Jesus!  
· v13 > “Greater love has no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  

4)  According to the sermon, people are defined by their conditions.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > False, a person is not defined by his or her conditions.  Rather, a person is defined by Christ abiding within, and not by the conditions raging without.  Someone once said, “Each of us is as close to God (Jesus) as we chose to be.”  
· Sermon > Just as the “vine” pours life into the “branches” in order to produce “fruit,” so then Jesus Christ pours His life into the believer in order to bear “permanent fruit” to the glory of God.  
· Sermon > The drawing of individuals to salvation and the redemption of the lost are always an initiative of God.  God so loved us (the world) even before we knew Him.  God sent Christ to redeem us while we were yet sinners.  
· v16a > “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained [appointed] you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain ...”  
· Romans 5:8 > “But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  
5)  What does our love for Christ look like?  

[a]  Obeying the Word of God.  

[b]  Loving other believers.  


[c]  Returning friendship to Jesus.  


[d]  A + B.  


[e]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > E = YES, each of the above statements is accurate; therefore truly indicating the “All of the above” choice.  
· Sermon > A = YES.  The proof of our love for Christ is our readiness to obey and follow the Word of God and the commandments of Christ.  
· John 14:15 > “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  
· Sermon > B = YES.  The proof of our love for Christ is our willingness to love and sacrifice ourselves for one another.  That is, our eagerness to demonstrate brotherly love.  
· John 13:35 > “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
· Sermon > C = YES.  The proof of our love for Christ is our obligation to return godly friendship to Jesus and our efforts for the cause of Christ.  
· v14, and v16a > “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  16Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain…”  
· Sermon > D = YES.  The reasons for the A and B answer have already been explained.  

BONUS)  What is the basis for “joy?”  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Just as Jesus’ obedience to the Father was the basis of His joy.  So also is the believer who, through obedience to Jesus’ commandments, will experience that same joy.  Although Jesus is a man acquainted with grief, Jesus is a “Joyful Savior.”  
· v11 > “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”  
BTS > Word Study in verse 11:  

· MEN’-O is the Greek word for “REMAIN” it means “to stay, remain, live, dwell, abide; to be in a state that begins and continues, yet may, or may not end or stop.  To abide in Christ is to follow his example of a life obedient to the will of God.”  
· Thayer defines “REMAIN” in three different contexts, in reference to place, time, and condition. 

· Place – it means to stay or not to depart, to continue to be present,  
· Time – to last, endure, to survive or not perish, and 
· Condition – to wait for or not to become another or different.   
· PLĒRÓŌ (Play-ra'-o) is the Greek word for “FULL” it means “to fulfill, make full; (pass.), to be filled, full, complete (often used with reference to the fulfillment of the OT Scriptures).  
· Thayer defines “FULL” as “to make full or to be liberally supplied, so that nothing shall be wanting. 
· To make complete in every particularity, to render perfect, and to fulfill or cause God’s will (as made known in the law) to be obeyed as it should be and God’s promises (given through the prophets) to receive fulfillment.  




