“the power of love”

John 15:9 – 17

We live in a world that hates God, that despises Jesus Christ, and that ignores the helping authority of the Holy Spirit.  What the world needs now is love.  The principles upon which the world operates stand in stark contrast to spiritual righteousness, divine justice, and godly living.  God is love!  The world is hostile to God and to godliness.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we continue to see the negative effects of a “nationwide meltdown” of righteousness, godliness, and holiness.  As a nation, we lack unity, integrity, and civility.  This morning, we live amidst a government that clearly supports a double standard.  This morning, as we continue our learning journey through the Gospel of John, committed to getting to know Jesus better.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we become the recipients of God’s love and joy once we obey the command to love one another.  As Christian, we strive hard to love one another and fail often.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that we are no longer servants under the Law of Moses, but friends under the Grace of Christ.  In the Gospel of John Jesus teaches that effective prayer is based on our faith in Him and upon His words abiding and remaining in us.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What is the power of love?”  

1  –  the  ___________________  OF  LOVE  [v9-12]  


As believers, we are motivated by the marvel of Jesus’ love, which is patterned after the quality and magnitude of the Father’s love.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus gives His life for his friends just as a “vine” pours life into the “branches” in order to bear fruit.  The life of Jesus is rooted in the Love of God.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Just as Jesus’ obedience to the Father was the basis of His joy, so also is the believer who, through obedience to His commandments will experience that same joy.  ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  the  ___________________  OF  LOVE  [v13-15]  


Jesus’ love is what He does for His disciples and the entire world.  That is, Jesus was willing to lay down his life on the Cross of Calvary.  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


A servant (slave) does not have a close relationship with his or her master as friends do.  Normally, a slave does what she or he is told without understanding the master’s mind or business.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remember, our friendship with Christ involves both love and obedience.  We too are transformed from servant to friends because we have kept Jesus’ commandments.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here in v16a, Jesus reminds His disciples that contrary to the common practice of disciples picking a teacher, Jesus had chosen them.  That is, it was His sovereign choice of them.  _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God sent Christ to redeem us while we were yet sinners.  God reached out with the Good News and the Holy Spirit to sway us before we expressed any inclination to respond to Him.  ___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  the  ___________________  OF  LOVE  [v16-17]  


In v16b, not just “occasional fruit,” but fruit which is enduring, lasting, and remaining.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Since we abide in Christ; therefore, we can ask in His name.  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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