“the hateful haters”

John 15:18 – 27

The world is the system of organized society under satanic power, which is hostile to God.  Hate is defined as a feeling of strong antagonism and dislike, menacing and malevolent, a prompting to inflict injury.  Hate will kill the hater.  However, love is a verb, and must be put into action (demonstrated).  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we can rationalize the hating of the mean, the selfish, the false, the deceitful, the dishonest, and the morally dishonorable.  As a church, we must avoid hate and her two daughters: “Narrow-mindedness” and “Bigotry.”  Belief and Behavior = a narrow-minded belief and a bigoted behavior.  This morning, God still has a just and perfect abhorrence of sin and sinners.  This morning, as we continue our learning journey through the Gospel of John, committed to getting to know Jesus better.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the world has an enmity or hatred towards God and everything Godly.  The world has a malicious dislike and disgust for Jesus because of His fearless preaching against sin.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that the hatred for God and others are the basis for human sin.  The good news believers are commanded to love those who hate them.  ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the Gospel of John, Jesus warns His disciples that tough times are ahead:  excommunication and death because of their faith in Christ.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “How to handle the hate?”  

1  –  __________________  __________________  [v19]  


________ conquers hate, and is the divine answer for a world that is sin-prone to hate.  Being Jesus’ friend will cause hatred, as well as, divine obligations and spiritual responsibilities.  _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Consider Matthew 5:43-44, “You have heard that it has been said, ‘Thou shall love thy neighbor, and hate your enemy.’  44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  


Because of love the believer has left the kingdom of darkness with Satan, and has been granted entrance into the kingdom of Light through God’s Son.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The believer has been chosen out of the world system by Christ and he or she now belongs to Him.  Since we no longer belong to the world, the world hates us.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  __________________  _________________  [v20]  


_______ defeats hate, and is the spiritual solution for a world that is sin-bent – to hate.  That is, Jesus the “Logos of God” is full of grace -and- truth.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Observe in 1Cor 13:6, “Rejoice not in iniquity, but rejoice in the truth.”  


Jesus informs His disciples that as the world has persecuted Him, they too shall be persecuted.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

That is truth, which will make everyone love everybody.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  __________________  _________________  [v26]  


__________ overcomes hate, and is the righteous respond for a world that is sin-twisted to hate. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Checkout Romans 15:13 > “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  


The coming of the Holy Spirit brings the joy that overcomes the hate and the persecution.  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we abide in Christ, we dwell in His word to love, we obey His word to love others, and we embrace His source of true joy.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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