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Relevant Question:  “What will the coming comfort give believers?”  


1)  Transforming Joy [v20]  

2)  Permanent Joy [v22]  

3)  Complete Joy [v24]  
1)  Joy is the byproduct of obedience.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE.  The favor of God flows through those who are obeying Jesus’ new commandment to love.  Out of this obedience flows the unspeakable joy of Jesus.  
· John 13:34 > “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”  
· Sermon > This joy is so transforming, permanent, and complete that no amount of opposition is able to destroy it.  With this joy, we can get up and keep looking towards the hills.  With this joy, we can stand up and keep holding up the “blood-stained” banner.  With this joy, we can move up and keep professing Christ as our Savior.  
2)  Happiness results from what is physically happening to a person.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE.  Our happiness results from what is physically happening to us.  That is, when good things are happening we are happy.  On the other hand, when bad things are happening we are sad.  Long term sadden may produce sorrow, but most sorrow results from sin.  
· Sermon > That’s because what is happening externally (physically) determines our level of happiness.  Conversely, due to the internal (indwelling) spiritual presence of the Holy Spirit and our divine connection with Jesus Christ, our joy is made full.  
· Sermon > “This joy I have, the world didn’t give it, and the world can’t take it away.”  
3)  How does Jesus’ illustration of “childbirth” relate to joy and sorrow?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The disciples were perplex by Jesus’ statement of “in a little while.”  Therefore, Jesus uses the illustration of “childbirth” to describe the post-birth joy juxtapose with the pre-birth pain.  Likewise, the pain of the crucifixion cannot be compared with the joy of the resurrection.  The only thing separating the start and the finish of both events is Jesus statement of “in a little while.” 
· v21 > “A woman when she is in travail has sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.”  
· Sermon > The disciples were confused about the “little while” time interval.  Only Jesus’ death, resurrection, post-resurrection appearances, and ascension would make sense to His disciples.  Jesus tells them that first they would “see Him again” after His resurrection from the dead, but they would also “see Him” when the Holy Spirit comes to dwell with them.  They would exchange physical sight for spiritual insight.  
4)  According to the sermon, what are the two types of sorrow?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The two types are Natural sorrow and Spiritual sorrow.  1) Spiritual sorrow happens in the spiritual realm and it produces godly sorrow that results in salvation, hope, and joy.  2) Natural sorrow is worldly or hopeless sorrow that does not move the world to repentance, but to further rebellion.  
· v20 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.”  
5)  What does it mean that we live in a “joy-seeking” society?  


[a]  People will go through seasons of sorrow.  

[b]  People will do whatever to avoid trials, troubles, and tribulations.  


[c]  People will seek others to bring them joy.  


[d]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > b = YES.  People will do whatever it takes to avoid trials, troubles, tribulations, temptations, challenges, attacks, disappointments, discomforts, and sorrows.  Additionally, it means that every human heart cries out for joy, but few ever find it.  
· v12 > “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.”  
· Sermon > A = no.  Joy seeking does not prevent people from going through their “seasons of sorrow.”  
· v2 > “They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever kills you will think that he does God service.”  
· Sermon > c = no.  Joy seeking does not come through other people.  True joy is not created by people, but is generated from within by the Holy Spirit.  
· John 15:7 > “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”  
· Sermon > D = no.  Not all statements are true; therefore, nullifying an “All of the above” choice.  
Bonus)  When did sorrow originate?  
· Sermon > The Bible teaches that sorrow originated in the Garden of Eden after the disobedience of Adam and Eve.  God told Adam and Eve of the thorns and thistle of the cursed earth.  
· Genesis 3:18 > “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field.” 

· Sermon > The Lord also told the woman of her sorrows in childbirth.  

· Genesis 3:16 > “Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” 
· Sermon > Christians will go through many difficult moments, and these moments are moments of pain, like the pain (sorrow) of a woman in labor.  That means, no man or woman is exempt from the long arms of suffering and sorrow.  



