“the comfort to come”

John 16:16 – 28

We live in a fallen world, deeply lost in trespasses and sins.  The wages of sin is still death, and one of the fruits of sin is grief, anguish, and sorrow.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are “joy seeking” society.  We will do whatever it takes to avoid trials, troubles, tribulations, temptations, challenges, attacks, disappointments, discomforts, and sorrows.  Every human heart cries out for joy, but few ever find it.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sorrow is a pain in the heart.  Sorrow is a feeling of deep distress caused by a loss or disappointment.  Sorrow is also the outward expression of grief, lamentation, sadness, unhappiness, regrets.  Sorrow is the heaviness of heart, low spirit, and the broken heartedness we suffer.  This morning, we are still on a learning journey through the Gospel of John, getting to know Jesus better.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that sorrow originated in the Garden of Eden after the disobedience of Adam and Eve.  God told Adam and Eve of the thorns and thistle of the cursed earth.  Then the Lord told the woman of her sorrow in childbirth.  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God clearly states that there are two types of sorrow: natural and spiritual.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, the disciples are “troubled” over the fact that Jesus will soon depart.  When sorrows come, that’s the time to say, “In a little while.”  Happiness results from what is physically happening to us, but joy comes from spiritual holiness in Jesus Christ.  The disciples were confused about the time interval.  Only Jesus’ death, resurrection, post-resurrection appearances, and ascension would make this apparently clear to His disciples.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What will the coming comfort give believers?”  

1  –  _______________________  Joy  [v20]  


Jesus gives a solemn prediction that “The Conflict To Come,” weeping and lamenting, will eventually give way to “The Comfort To Come.” divine joy.  The Son’s Resurrection and the Spirit’s Ministry will enable the disciples to know that Jesus had to die so that they could have forgiveness of sins.  ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Since suffering is for building godly character, what should we do when sorrow comes?  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  ________________________  joy  [v22]  


Our Lord was a “Man of Sorrow” and acquainted with grief.  Jesus uses the illustration of Childbirth to describe the “post-birth joy” juxtapose with the “pain of pre-birth.”  Likewise, the pain of the crucifixion cannot be compared with the joy of the resurrection ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Good News, Jesus overcame the trouble of this world so that  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This joy is so lasting that no amount of opposition is able to destroy it.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ________________________  joy  [v24]  


During our times of sorrow, when it is hard, that’s the time to come to the throne of grace.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Through prayer, we have the blessed assurance of Jesus that the Father will provide our needs through Jesus’ name.  Answered prayer brings the fullness of joy, unspeakable joy, the complete joy full of glory.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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