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Relevant Question:  “How do we overcome the cosmos?”  


1)  Cultivate Spiritual Peace [v33b]  

2)  Prepare for Coming Conflict [v33c]  

3)  Remain Cheerful [v33d]  
1)  Tribulation comes because of faith in Christ and witness of the Gospel.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE.  Jesus warns His disciples and us that we shall go through trouble [have tribulation] because of our faith in Him and our witness of the Gospel.  That is, the world “troubles” the believer only because of his or her relationship with Christ.  Jesus tells believers that the world will hate them because of their faith in and relationship with Him.  

· John 15:18 > “If the world hate you, you know that it hated me [Jesus] before it hated you.”  
· Sermon > Tribulation is a continuous component of life.  We exist daily with grievous trouble, severe trial, and intense suffering.  Suffering is a vital part of this fallen world because sin is common to us all.  

· v33c > “In the world, you shall have tribulation …”  
· Sermon > Tribulation is not an “if” but a “when” proposition.  All along life’s tedious journey, we must prepare ourselves for upcoming conflicts.  So now, the believer’s tribulations are unavoidable, inevitable, and inescapable.  

2)  According to the sermon, what is “spiritual” peace?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Peace is the tranquility of God.  Peace is the Shalom of Christ and presents itself as life, love, and joy.  Peace is the byproduct of faith, and is the result of our fellowship with Christ.  In fact, Christ will keep you in perfect peace as your mind is stayed on Him.  
· v33b > “… That in me you might have peace.”  
· Sermon > Peace is one of the nine elements of the “Fruit of the Spirit” and can only be cultivated through the Holy Spirit.  That is, we have the ability and the privilege of cultivating spiritual peace “in” and “through” Jesus Christ.  
3)  The more peace you have, the less crippled you are by worldly tribulation.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE.  The more we cultivate the peace of Christ, the less we are crippled by worldly tribulations.  Christ is both our source of joy and our spirit of peace.  In Christ, we have all the resources that we will ever need to overcome the conflict and sorrow.  That is, our peace depends upon us maintaining an appropriate (righteous) relationship with Christ.  
· Sermon > Therefore, our spiritual resources (peace and joy) depend upon our spiritual relationship with Jesus.  The reasons why peace is so elusive and evasive is due to our failed fellowship with Jesus.  There is no peace without Jesus, “The Prince of Peace.”  
· v20 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy [peace].”  
· Sermon > As the children of God, we have the “peace and joy” that overcomes the cosmos.  Someone once said, “The peace of God is that eternal calm, which lies far too deep in the praying, trusting soul to be reached by any external disturbances.”  
4)  What is the good news concerning the tribulations that the believer experiences?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The good news is that the power of Christ limits both the severity and the duration of our troubles.  Moreover, the believer can “cheer up” and take courage, Christ has the power over the trials, troubles, and tribulations of this world.  
· Sermon > The good news is that we are in Christ and have obtained His peace.  The glad news is Jesus has overcome this world, and we too are overcomers.  
· v33d > “… But be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  
· Romans 8:28 > “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”  
5)  Which one is NOT true or accurate?  


[a]  The cosmos means an orderly system, or world, or universe.  

[b]  The word tribulation appears 21 times within the New Testament.  


[c]  The effect of sin uglifies and mortifies.  


[d]  Joy and peace emanate from human harmony and unity.  


[e]  Sorrow and suffering are constant conditions of this fallen world.  
· Sermon > d = not true.  Joy and peace do not emanate from human harmony and unity.  Joy and peace, and the rest of the “fruit” originate and emanate from the Holy Spirit.  
· Galatians 5:22-23 > “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”  
· Sermon > A = true.  The word cosmos is from the Greek meaning order or an orderly harmonious system.  It can also refer to the world or universe.  
· Sermon > b = true.  The word tribulation appears 21 times with the New Testament.  
· Sermon > c = true.  The effect of sin crucifies, nullifies, uglifies, intensifies, and mortifies.  

· Sermon > e = true.  Sorrow and suffering, along with sin, are constant conditions of this fallen world.  In fact, we exist daily with grievous troubles, severe trials, and intense sufferings.  
Bonus)  The “Tribulation Family” does what in the life of the believer?  
· Sermon > The entire Tribulation Family is working together to disturb the peace in the life of the believer.  The members of this family are trails, troubles, temptations, disappointments, challenges, attacks, problems, discomforts, and sorrows.  The family also includes misery, suffering, persecution, hardship, strife, heartache, affliction, agony, misfortune, pain, distress, and difficulties, and a host of unnamed kinfolk. 
· Sermon > Every believer shall experience conflict and sorrow before his or her ultimate triumphant victory over the sting of death.  



