“the cosmos to overcome”

John 16:29 – 33

The word cosmos is from the Greek meaning order or an orderly harmonious system.  It can also refer to the world or universe.  Whether we call it the world or cosmos, it is filled with trouble and trials on every side; filled with pain and problems everywhere.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We exist daily with grievous trouble, severe trial, and intense suffering.  Suffering is a vital part of this fallen world because sin is common to us all.  The effect of sin crucifies, nullifies, uglifies, intensifies, and mortifies.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For the Christian, tribulation takes the form of trails, troubles, temptations, disappointments, challenges, attacks, problems, discomforts, and sorrows.  Tribulation is also akin to misery, suffering, persecution, hardship, strife, heartache, affliction, agony, misfortune, pain, distress, and difficulties.  This morning, we are still on a learning journey through the Gospel of John, getting to know Jesus better.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we shall experience conflict and sorrow before our final victory over death.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that Jesus is both our source of joy and our spirit of peace.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, the disciples are “troubled” over the fact that Jesus will soon depart.  Still on their way to the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus tells His disciples that they can have peace in a tribulation-filled cosmos.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “How do we overcome the cosmos?”  

1  –  cultivate  ____________________________  [v33b]  


Peace is one of the nine elements of the “Fruit of the Spirit” and can only be cultivated through the Holy Spirit.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Peace is the tranquility of God.  The Shalom of Christ is life, joy, and peace.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Jesus Christ, we have all the resources that we will ever need.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  prepare  for  _________________________  [v33c]  


Jesus informs His disciples about the suffering and sorrow they will go through in the coming days.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Jesus reminds us that tribulation is a continuous component of life.  That is, tribulation is not an “if” but a “when.”  All along life’s tedious journey, we must prepare ourselves for upcoming conflicts.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus warns us that we too shall go through trouble because of our faith in Him and our witness of the Gospel.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As the children of God, we have the joy that overcomes this world.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  remain  ______________________________  [v33d]  


Take courage, Christ has power over the trials, troubles, and tribulations of this world.  The good news, the power of Christ limits both the severity and the duration of our troubles.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


That is why peace is so elusive and evasive.  There is no peace without the “Prince of Peace.”  
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

With Christ, we can faithfully face our future.  We can steadfastly stand against the foes of our Heavenly Father.  We can peacefully proclaim the “good news” gospel.  We can definitely defeat and overcome the troubles of this world.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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