“the CUP OF CHRIST”

John 17:01 (Matt 26:39 – 46)

The Synoptic Gospels all indicate that the prayer of Jesus took place after arriving at Gethsemane.  A review of Matthew 26:36, Mark 14:32 and Luke 22:39 all state that Jesus and His disciples arrived at Gethsemane before He offered the prayer of John Ch17.  Nevertheless, Jesus takes the time to pray and asks His disciples to keep watch while He prayed.  Unfortunately, the disciples failed to keep watch and fell asleep.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our connection to Christ reminds us that in spite of the nasty, the negative, and the noxious, we can never bypass our “cup.”  In fact, the greater the crisis, the more significant is the “cup.”  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus was a prayer-warrior.  ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that prayer changes things.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, the flow of events has taken us from the Upper Room in Ch13&14, to the late night conversations with His disciples in Ch15&16, and now in Ch17, to the Gethsemane prayer meeting.  To be exact, John Ch17 gives us the words of the prayer, but the Synoptic Gospels give us the context of that prayer.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “Why should we drink from our cup?”  

1  –  it  is  our  ________________________________________  [v39]  


On the last night of His earthly life, Jesus goes to Gethsemane to pray.  Jesus asks His disciples to sit and to wait while He goes farther to pray.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

First Prayer:  In v39, Jesus goes a little further into Gethsemane and falls on his face praying, “O My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me nevertheless: not as I will but as thou wilt.”  The “cup” is a metaphor for  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus accepts His assignment, “Not my will but Thy will to be done.”  Drinking from your “cup” might be done in private, but its’ authority will be revealed in public.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  it  is  our  ________________________________________  [v42]  


Second Prayer:  Observe in v42, “He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.”  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


As the Lamb of God, Jesus is responsible for “taking away the sin of the world.”  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For the second time, Jesus affirms that the Will of God is to be accomplished at whatever the cost.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Only God can relieve you of your assignment.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  it  is  our  ________________________________________  [v44]  


Third Prayer: Look at v44, “And he [Jesus] left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.”  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Through our relationship with God and our fellowship with Christ, we have “power-ship” through the Holy Spirit.  
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The disciples had not prayed for their Lord, or for themselves.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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