“to god be the glory”

John 17:1 – 5

At the end of Ch16, Jesus concludes His teaching of the disciples with a shout of victory > “I have overcome the world.”  This was in anticipation of His work on the Cross of Calvary.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we are still on our learning journey through the Gospel of John getting to know Jesus better.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus was a prayer-warrior.  While in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus took the time to pray and asked His disciples to keep watch while He prayed.  __________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that the inward struggle between Jesus’ divinity and humanity begin the agony, anguish, and anxiety, which we call “The Passion of the Christ.”  Glory is the revelation of God’s being, nature, and presence to humanity:  the praiseworthiness of the Creator.  Glory means to be clothed in splendor so that power and majesty are in full display:  The Shekinah.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, as Jesus turns again to His Father, He prays first for Himself (v1-5), then for His apostles (v6-19), and finally for future believers (v20-26).  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What is the glory of God about?”  

1  –  the coming hour of the son  [v1]  


Prior to walking into His darkest hour, Jesus spends a considerable amount of time in prayer with the Father.  Jesus prays about the “Coming Hour” of His death to die upon an old rugged cross.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The divine plan of redemption was at hand; the hour of Christ’s passion was by the determined counsel of an Almighty God.  Several times before, Jesus had said His “Hour” had not yet come.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notice, this act of glorifying God requires the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  the life eternal thru christ  [v3]  


Eternal Life, as defined by Jesus, involves the experience of knowing the only true God through His Son.  Knowing the Father is to know the Son, and knowing the Son is to know the Father.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Eternal life is not simply endless existence; everyone will exist somewhere forever.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Only Jesus, the Son of God, has the power and the authority to grant eternal life in Glory.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  the finished work by jesus  [v4]  


Jesus’ prayer for Himself was based on His “finished work,” (I have brought you glory) which connects Jesus’ obedience to Jesus’ death.  Even though the cross was future, it was a certainty.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Unfortunately, as ambassadors and representatives of Christ, our assignment from God puts His glory on the line.  It’s not how fast we start, but how well we finish.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The actual completion of the “finished work” bearing the “penalty for sin” for the world was declared by Christ in the cry, “It is finished” from the Cross of Calvary.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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