“Jesus prays for his disciples”

John 17:6 – 19

The reason why Christians do not pray like Jesus is that all our ambitions tend to revolve around things that we can do by ourselves, in our strength, in our own power and in our lifetime.  Because of that, we do not pray at all since everything that we want to do we can do ourselves if we work hard.  However, if we pray and pray together as a church, one thing we are reminded of is that our ambition has to go far beyond our lifetime.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we are still on our learning journey through the Gospel of John getting to know Jesus better.  During Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, He declares that He has “finished the work” given Him by the Father.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that intercessory prayer, or praying for others, is a powerful privilege.  Jesus is a prayer-warrior who prayed frequently and consistently.  Here, Jesus offers an intercessory prayer on behalf of His Disciples.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that the Disciples belong to God who chose them to be “with” His son, Jesus Christ.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, Jesus does not ask for wealth, prestige, or power for his Disciples.  In this prayer, Jesus shows the extent of His love for His Disciples before He dies.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What did Jesus pray concerning His Disciples?”  

1  –  they become  ___________________________________  [v11]  


Jesus prays for His Disciples because they would have to face the world’s temptation and hatred without Jesus’ immediate presence and protection.  It’s the Father who keeps us holy.  Everything is kept through the Father.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus prays that as the Trinity experiences eternal unity, so may His Disciples.  That is, the prayer for unity sets a high standard no less than the unity between God and Jesus.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Having prayed to the Father to protect the Disciples, Jesus declared that He had kept them in the Father’s name.  It is as if Jesus was handing back the task of protecting the Disciples to God.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  they be  ___________________________________  [v15]  


Jesus prays that – God will guard them (and us) while living in the hostile environment of this world.  The Disciples (and us) are left in the world, without being overtaken by worldliness, by God’s grace, in order to witness and work for Jesus Christ, The Savior.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross defeated Satan and placed a “time limit” on his dominion, power, and authority.  Like the Disciples, we too require godly protection from evil and the evil one.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In this world, believers are dealing with imperfections and infirmities; with temptations and snares; and with burdens, cares, and afflictions.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  they be  ______________________________________  [v17]  


The idea of sanctification is the setting a part of something for a holy use.  Sanctification is accomplished by means of the truth, which is the revelation Jesus gave regarding glorifying the Father through His finished work.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Good News, we are set apart for God and for His purposes so that we do only what God wants and we hates all that God hates.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A sanctified believer is someone who keeps his or her heart clean through the Word of God.  Christ has actually sent us into the world to take His place.  What a responsibility we have.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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