“Jesus prays for the faithful”
John 17:20 – 26 
26 September 2018

Relevant Question:  “What did Jesus pray concerning the faithful?”  


1)  Be One With The Trinity [v21]  

2)  Behold Jesus’ Glory [v24]  

3)  Be Filled With God’s Love [v26]  
1)  The answer to prayer will do what to prayer itself?  ______________________  

· Sermon > Outlive the prayer!  The godly answer to our prayers will outlive both the prayer and the one doing the praying.  That is because prayer is still the alignment of our wills with the Will of God, and with the joining of our efforts to God’s goal and agenda.  Prayer is the sharing of our desires, our ambitions, and ourselves with the Lord.  Prayer is a privilege.  Prayer is also an alignment of our will to the will of God.  When the faithful are praying God is listening.  
2)  Are any of the below statements about why Jesus came into the world NOT true or accurate?  


[a]  To redeem fallen humanity as the children of God.  


[b]  To reconcile humanity so as to join God in heaven.  


[c]  To make God the Father known to humanity.  


[d]  To express God’s love to humanity.  


[e]  To unite fallen humanity with the holy family of God.  

· Sermon > All the statements are TRUE and accurate.  Jesus came into the world to redeem, reconcile, and reconnect fallen humanity to God as His children.  Through faith, humanity has come to know God and His forgiving love.  Believers will be united with the Family of God in heaven.  
· John 1:11-12 > “He [Jesus] came unto his own, and his own received him not.  12But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  

3)  Jesus was sent to take the believer out of the world.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE.  Jesus came into the world not to take the believer out of the world, but to take the world out of the believer.  That is, God’s way is not to take us out of the world, but to take the world out of us.  
· v15 > “I pray not that thou should take them out of the world, but that thou should keep them from the evil one.”  
4)  What are the marks of oneness or unity in the Body of Christ?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Because Jesus is one with His Father and Believers are one with the Father and with the Son, there should be no room for isms and schism, or rivalry and rift.  Oneness or unity must always be a distinctive mark of the church.  
· Sermon > Unity comes from life within, not from pressure without.  The nature of unity is one living in another.  Unity within the church rests on the adherence to the truth of the Trinity.  All believers belong to the one body of Christ (The Church) and our spiritual unity is to be manifested in the way we live among the world.  
· v21 > “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”  
5)  Using v24, explain Jesus statement, “Father, I will that they also be with me where I am” mean.  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The statement means that every believer who dies goes to heaven because Christ prayed this might be so.  After all, this was God’s purpose in creating the Man Adam.  That is, to be with God in fellowship.  
Bonus)  In the Old Testament, explain how the high priest presented the people to God?  
· Sermon > In the Old Testament, the high priest wore an ephod or breastplate containing twelve precious stones each representing one of the tribes of Israel, by name.  As our High Priest, Jesus is seated on the right hand side of God making intercession for us.  
· Sermon > As each high priest of Israel bore the names of the Tribes before the presence of God in the Tabernacle and the Temple, so now Jesus, our Great High Priest carries ourselves, and “future believers” into the holy presence of His heavenly Father.  



