“Jesus prays for the faithful”

John 17:20 – 26

The church has lost the joy and the privilege of praying to a “listening God.”  Prayer is still the sharing of our desires and ambitions with the Lord.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our learning journey through the Gospel of John, Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer gives us an opportunity to get to know Jesus better.  As Jesus waits for Judas to arrive with his “Kiss of Betrayal,” Jesus kneels in a garden and offers up this fervent prayer.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus is our High Priest who is seated on the right hand side of God making intercession for us.  As each high priest of Israel bore the names of the Tribes before the presence of God in the Temple, so now Jesus, the Great High Priest carries Future Believers into the holy presence of His heavenly Father.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that the purpose of Jesus coming into the world was that humanity might become God’s children and join God in heaven.  Jesus has come into the world to make His Father known and to express the Father’s love.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, the final portion of Jesus’ prayer is for Future Believers who will come to Him through the message of the apostles.  In the church age, all Christians will have come to Christ directly or indirectly through the apostles’ witness.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What did Jesus pray concerning the faithful?”  

1  –  they  ________________________________________  [v21]  


Jesus asks the Father to make Future Believers united as one.  Because Jesus is one with His Father and Believers are one with the Father and with the Son, there should be no room for isms and schism, or rivalry and rift.  ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Unity and maturity go hand-in-hand.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The minute any sinner trusts Christ that sinner is put into the Body of Christ.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  they  _______________________________________  [v24]  


Here, we see the word “glory” as another aspect of unity.  The suggestion is the Glory of Christ stimulates unity.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we reflect upon the church’s record of disunity, we can easily see how far we have fallen short of Jesus’ requirements.  The good news is it will be heaven to be with God in perfect fellowship.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Heaven is going to be a wonderful place and it will be important that every one of us, His sheep, be there with Him.  To behold the glory of the Lord, Jesus Christ will be the satisfaction of all believers.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  they  _______________________________________  [v26]  


The last thing Jesus mentions is that His love might be in our hearts and in our lives.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The breastplate of the high priest contained twelve precious stones represent each of the tribes of Israel.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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