“Jesus confronted by the temple police”

John 18:1 – 11

Confrontation has become the “order of the day.”  There are altercations, disagreements, and conflicts.  We live according to the choices we make.  Our choices determine our current and future life.  _____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our learning journey through the Gospel of John, the “Passion of the Christ” affords us an excellent opportunity to get to know Jesus better.  As Jesus waits for Judas to arrive with his “Kiss of Betrayal,” Jesus kneels in a garden and offers up a fervent prayer.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the First Adam disobeyed God and was cast out of the Garden (Eden), but the Last Adam (Jesus) was obedient as He went into the Garden (Gethsemane).  In a garden, the First Adam brought sin and death to mankind, but Jesus, by his obedience, brought righteousness and life to all who will trust Him.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that Jesus freely surrendered His will in order to accomplish the Will of God.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, Jesus does not resist arrest.  Jesus is the “Lamb of God” who offers no resistance.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What did Jesus do when confronted?”  

1  –  he  ________________________________  [v3]  


When confronted by the police, Christ makes a clear choice to face His foes and to turn this situation over to God.  Jesus could see and hear the temple police and Roman soldiers approaching. 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The traitor Judas arrives in Gethsemane prepared to identify and to betray his Master.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Instead of seeking the Savior for salvation, they have come to seize the Christ for crimes.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  he  _______________________________  [v6]  


When confronted by the police, Christ makes a clear choice to confirm His own future.  Even in this dark hour when Jesus was yielding Himself as the “Lamb of God,” Jesus reveals His deity, the power of His presence.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It was if the statement “I AM” has the power to knock the enemy to their knees.  This startling display of “spiritual power” clearly shows the disciples that Christ’s death was voluntary.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

At any moment, Jesus could have easily defeated this arresting army.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  he  __________________________________  [v8]  


Although the main target of the high priest is Jesus, His main concern is the security and protection of His friends, His disciples.  Jesus asks a second time whom they sought.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus agrees to go with the temple police and asks that they allow His disciples to leave.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In an effort to defend Jesus, Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of Malchus, a servant of the high priest.  _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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