“Jesus convicted by the high priest”
John 18:12 – 24
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Relevant Question:  “What did Jesus do when convicted?”  


1)  He Surrendered To Fate [v12]  

2)  He Defended The Truth [v20]  

3)  He Rebuked The Slap [v23]  
1)  According to the Gospel of John, how many trials did Jesus face?  
  _________________________________________________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus faced three trials:  two at night and one early in the morning.  One before Annas the former high priest, the second one before Caiaphas, the current high priest, and the third early morning trial before Pontius Pilate.  

· Sermon > All of Jesus’ trials, both religious and civil, were all clandestine without due process, violating the spirit of both Jewish and Roman law.  
· BTS > The bible indicates that Jesus experienced six trials.  The three indicated here plus a fourth trial before the entire Sanhedrin (Matthew 27), fifth trial before Herod Antipas (Luke 23), and a sixth trial before Pilate again (John 19).  
· Matthew 27:1-2 > “When the morning was come, all the chief priests, and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:  2And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.”  
· Luke 23:6-7 > “When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.  7And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.”  
· John 19:9 > “And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou?  But Jesus gave him no answer.”  
2)  Are any of the below statements about the trial of Jesus NOT true or accurate?  


[a]  Jesus was bound and carried away.  


[b]  Jesus was alone and abandoned.  


[c]  Jesus was treated as a malefactor.  


[d]  Jesus was deemed guilty before the trial.  


[e]  Jesus was slapped across the face.  

· Sermon > All the statements are TRUE and accurate.  
· A = TRUE.  Jesus was bound and carried away, handcuffed and sent to the high priest.  
· v12 > “Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him,”  

· B = TRUE.  Jesus was alone and abandoned because His disciples ran away.  Frighten by Jesus’ arrest, His disciple scattered and abandoned Him.  
· Matthew 26:31 > “Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.”  

· C = TRUE.  Jesus was treated as a malefactor.  That is, as a ruffian, villain, hoodlum, felon, thug, brigand, or a common criminal.  
· v30 > “They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.”  
· D = TRUE.  Jesus was deemed guilty before the trial.  Annas was looking for some kind of evidence on which to base an accusation that would lead to and “justify” a verdict of capital punishment.  
· v14 > “Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.”  
· E = TRUE.  Jesus was slapped across the face because the temple police felt that Jesus was disrespecting the high priest.  
· v22 > “And when he [Jesus] had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answer thou the high priest so?”  

· Isaiah 50:6 > “I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.”  
3)  Truth has a self-evident power of persuasion.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE.  The Truth of God has a self-evident power of persuasion, and those who oppose to the Truth find it difficult to deny.  The Truth sets free.  The Pharisees knew the Truth, but preferred the false.  They saw the Light, but desired the darkness.  They ignored the Authority and denied the power thereof.  
· Sermon > We are responsible for receiving, proclaiming, and defending the Truth, no matter the cost or controversy.  The Truth will never grow old or outdated, no matter how long it has been denied or suppressed.  Individuals who have violated the Truth in the past are still accountable for correcting and/or atoning for the Truth in the future, no matter how long it might take.  Someone once said, “The truth passed down will rise again.”  
· v37 > “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.”  
4)  What happened to Jesus during his trial before Caiaphas?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· BTS > The high priest stood up and asked Jesus, “Why don’t you say something in your own defense?  Don’t you hear the charges they are making against you?”  63But Jesus did not answer.  Therefore, the high priest said, “With the living God looking on, you must tell the truth.  Tell us, are you the Messiah, the Son of God?”  64“That is what you say.”  Jesus answered, “But I tell all of you, ‘Soon you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right side of God All-Powerful and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”  65The high priest then tore his robe and said, “This man claims to be God!  We don’t need any more witnesses!  You have heard what he said.  66What do you think?”  They answered, “He is guilty and deserves to die!”  67Then they spit in his face and hit him with their fists.  68Others slapped him and said, “You think you are the Messiah!  So tell us who hit you!”

· BTS > See the narrative in Matthew 26:62-68.  

5)  Why did the Jewish Counsel send Jesus to Pontius Pilate?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Jewish council sent Jesus to Pontus Pilate because they did not have the legal authority to put Jesus or anyone to death.  Therefore, the case had to be brought before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.  
· v28-29 > “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the Passover.  29Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?” 



