“Jesus convicted by the high priest”

John 18:12 – 24

Few people know the terror and trauma of facing capital punishment, in the middle of the night, on falsified charges, at an arraignment before a hostile judge, in front of an unfriendly jury all without legal representation.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In one night, all these things happened to Jesus.  This morning, we continue our sermon journey through the Gospel of John where the “Trials of Christ” affords us an excellent opportunity to get to know Jesus better.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus was seized and apprehended without resistance or struggle.  Jesus deliberately gave Himself over to His enemies.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God reveals that Jesus’ arrest was ordered by the high priest Caiaphas.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Gospel of John, that night, in the Garden of Gethsemane, we find both guilt and grace.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What did Jesus do when convicted?”  

1  –  he  _______________________________  [v12]  


It’s the middle of the night, Jesus is arrested, bound, handcuffed, and carried away.  Jesus has already had a long day evident by His disciples falling asleep.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Malefactor:  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After His arrest, Jesus was taken first to Annas, the former high priest.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Annas provides a preliminary investigation prior to Jesus’ formal religious trial before Caiaphas.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  he  _______________________________  [v20]  


Already convinced of Jesus’ guilt, Annas questions Jesus about the people who held His views about those who followed Him and about the nature of His teaching.  In other words, Annas wants to know if Jesus had a secret plan.  Was Jesus’ teaching blasphemous?  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The truth will never grow old or outdated, no matter how long it has been denied or suppressed.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Annas thought it easier to evade the truth or to silence Jesus who spoke the truth than to attempt to answer the truth.  Just know the truth has a self-evident power of persuasion and those who oppose the truth find it difficult to deny.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  he  _______________________________  [v23]  


When Jesus had said those words, one of the temple police standing nearby, felt Jesus was disrespecting the priest and retaliated.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you imagine the man who slapped Jesus on the Day of Judgment when he stands before the King of kings, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John’s gospel does not give the details of Jesus’ trial before Caiaphas.  However, the synoptic gospel provides sufficient details as to what occurred between Jesus and Caiaphas.  _____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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