“Jesus condemned by pontius pilate”
John 18:28 – 40
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Relevant Question:  “Why was Jesus condemned?”  


1)  Priests were unholy [v28]  

2)  Pilate was unjust [v29]  

3)  People were unrighteous [v40]  
1)  What is the truth?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Truth of God has a self-evident power of persuasion.  That is, the Truth or Logos of God is Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.  By embracing this power, this truth makes the believer free.  We have been given an innate desire to recognize the truth and the freedom to live authentic lives.  Authenticity allows the believer to live truthfully and faithfully.  
· BTS > Truth in the Old English means “faithful” or “sure.”  Truth is that which is true or absolute, the actual state of a matter.  It is conformity with fact or reality, a verified or indisputable fact.  
· Sermon > The Truth is that God’s kingdom is a relational kingdom where God wants to have a loving relationship with His creation.  The Truth is that God is a God of love and God loves each of us with a steadfast, unconditional, and sacrificial love.  The Truth is that Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Jesus has come to remind us that death is not the end, but that eternal life is God’s divine gift to His children.  
· v37 > “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.”  

2)  What crime did the Jewish leaders declare Jesus guilty of committing?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus was declared guilty of blasphemy.  Caiaphas rents his priestly robe proclaiming that Jesus has spoken blasphemy and is guilty of death.  Here, Jesus was convicted because both high priests, Annas and Caiaphas, were unholy, unjust, and unrighteous.  
· Matthew 26:65 > “Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses?  Behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.”  
3)  Why did the Jewish leaders refuse to go into the Judgment Hall of Pilate?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Sermon > Jewish tradition forbids a devout Jew to enter a Gentile dwelling during Passover for fear of coming into contact with leaven (yeast) for bread.  Thus, Passover was also known as “the feast of unleavened bread.”  
Sermon > The Gospel of John records that the Jewish leaders asked Pilate to meet them in the governor’s courtyard under the colonnades.  The Jewish leaders think that they can circumvent becoming ceremonially defiled because they are ritualistically avoiding entering a Gentile dwelling where leaven might be present, while at the same time they are plotting the death of an innocent Man.  Ironically, the Jewish leaders were more concerned with ritual uncleanness, while simultaneously plotting cold-blooded murder.  
4)  Why did Caiaphas rent (ripped) his priestly robe?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Sermon > Upon hearing Jesus’ response that He was the Son of God, and that “hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:64), Caiaphas rent or tore his priestly robe.  Nevertheless, Caiaphas tearing his robe was just another indication of the hypocrisy and illegitimacy of these midnight trials.  
Matthew 26:65 > “Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses?  Behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.”  

BTS > On the surface this seems to be an appropriate response since, in ancient times, this was a custom within Jewish culture the tearing of one’s garments was an expression of severe distress.  However, this custom was forbidden for the priest and especially the High Priest.  

Leviticus 21:10 > “The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil is poured and who has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his clothes.”  
BTS > It is important to understand the reason this detail is included in the Scriptures; yes the high priest may have been offended.  However, many have pointed out that the trial of Jesus was illegitimate and was itself a violation of the Jewish Law for a number of reasons.  Jesus was tried at night and during Passover, both violations of the Law.  The testimony of the witnesses did not meet the normal criteria for an accusation, and the sentence itself is not in accordance with the Law of Moses.  

BTS > The renting of the robe was an indication that the Levitical priesthood itself was being rent and was no longer legitimate because Jesus, the perfect High Priest, is now making the perfect sacrifice.  These events point to the culmination of the temple cult and its priests, in light of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ who is to become our High Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, replacing the old order of the Levitical priesthood.  
5)  Why did the Jewish leaders take Jesus to Pilate?  
· Sermon > First, the Jewish leaders took Jesus to Pilate because they did not have the legal authority to carry out their sentence of death.  The Sanhedrin could condemn, but only the Romans could execute.  Therefore, the case was brought before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.  
· Sermon > Secondly, if the Jew had executed Jesus, it would have been by “stoning.”  Since the Roman form of death was by crucifixion, it signified the manner and matched the method of death Jesus should die.  

· John 3:14 > “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”  
Bonus)  What if anything, did Herod Antipas give to Jesus at His trial?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > When Pilate learns that Jesus was a Galilean and that Herod Antipas was visiting Jerusalem from Galilee for the Passover, Pilate sends Jesus to Herod for judgment.  In the Gospel of Luke, Herod gave Jesus a gorgeous robe.  
· Luke 23:7-11 > “And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.  8And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season because he had heard many things of him, and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.  9Then he questioned with him in many words, but he answered him nothing.  10And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.  11And Herod with his men of war treated him with contempt and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.”  



