“the suffering of the savior”
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Relevant Question:  “Why did the Savior suffer?”  


1)  Pilate Lacked Courage [v4]  

2)  Priests Lacked Virtue [v6]  

3)  People Lacked Compassion [v12]  
1)  What did Pilate hope scourging Jesus would accomplish?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Pilate hoped that the sight of Jesus’ blood would satisfy the bloodthirsty chief priests.  However, after many excruciating minutes of flogging, Jesus was returned to Pilate a beaten, bloody, and battered individual.  The chief priests’ taste for Jesus’ blood was beyond recall.  Pilate attempts to release Jesus again with the words, “I find no fault in Him.”  
· Sermon > Scourging was a horribly cruel act in which the victim was stripped, tied to a post, and beaten by several torturers; soldiers were alternated when exhausted.  Only non-Romans were scourged; criminals, slaves, and rebels.  Flogging was done with a short wooden handle whip with several leather thongs attached, usually nine.  Each thong had pieces of bones or metal on the end.  
· Sermon > The beating was so savage that often times the victim died.  The body would be torn or lacerated to such an extent that muscles, veins, and even bones were exposed.  Such flogging often preceded execution in order to weaken and to dehumanize the victim.  
· Sermon > After the scourging Jesus must have appeared as a pathetic figure, swollen, bruised, and bleeding.  The scourging, the mocking, the crown of thorns, the ridiculing in hailing Him King of the Jews, the “gorgeous” purple robe, and the physical blows to His face were all a part of “the suffering of the Savior.”  
· Sermon > Here, Pilate presents Jesus to the crowd with the words, “Behold the Man,” or in Latin: “Ecce homo.”  In other words, have you any pity for this man?  
· v5 > “Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe.  And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!”  

2)  How many times did Pilate try to release Jesus?  

[A]  2        [B]  3        [C]  4        [D]  5  
· Sermon > [B].  Pilate attempted to release Jesus on three occasions.  Pilate had declared Jesus “faultless” or “innocent” three times in the Scripture.  
· John 18:38 > “Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?  And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.”  
· v4 > “Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.”  

· v6 > “When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.  Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.”  

3)  What was the chief priests’ true charge against Jesus?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The chief priests’ true charge against Jesus was His claim of being the “Son of God.”  This, and not the charge of being “the king of the Jews,” is the real crime of blasphemy and is the chief priests’ real pursuit of the death penalty.  
· Sermon > Pilate became gravely afraid upon learning that Jesus’ true charge was not “King of the Jews,” but rather “Son of God.”  Pilate was sorely afraid because he had just scourged and tortured someone who, in his mind, could bring down a curse or vengeance upon him.  In Pilate’s mind, Jesus could be the son of Jupiter, Mars, Neptune, or some other Roman god.  
· Sermon > Adding to Pilate’s fear was the strange message his wife send him that he should have nothing to do with this just man Jesus.  
· Matthew 27:19 > “When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.”  
4)  What made Pilate finally give in to the demands of the chief priests?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Pilate finally gave in to the demands of the chief priests when they declared that anyone who releases Jesus was not a friend of Caesar.  Pilate feared losing his status as a “friend of Caesar.”  After all, Pilate was sent to Palestine to keep the peace at all cost.  
· Sermon > Pilate was no longer secure and comfortable in his relationship with Caesar Tiberius.  Therefore, convinced that it was necessary to save his own skin, Pilate finally allowed the Jews to put Jesus to death.  
· v12 > “And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”  

5)  Why did Pilate disown his involvement in the “Jesus v. Religious Leaders” controversy by washing his hands?  
· Sermon > First, Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing against the virtue-less chief priests.  Secondly, Pilate realized that the uncompassionate people had turned into a mob and were threatening to riot.  
· Sermon > Thirdly, lacking moral and political courage of his own, Pilate took water and washed his hands disowning any “further involvement” in the death of Jesus Christ.  

· Matthew 27:24 > “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.”  
Bonus (10 pts.)  Who was in control of the trial of Jesus Christ?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > God the Father is ever in control.  Throughout the trial (the passion, suffering, and death), we see God in control, not Pilate or the religious leaders.  Although Pilate vacillated through his indecisiveness, and the chief priests reacted out of hatred and anger, God the Son remained composed and confident in accomplishing the “Will of God.”  Jesus knew the Truth, Jesus knew the plan of God, and Jesus knew the reason for His suffering.  
· Sermon > Someone once said, “It requires more courage to suffer than to die.”  

· BTS > The Prophet Isaiah declared 750 years before Christ that Jesus has “borne our grief and has carried our sorrows” all the way to Calvary’s rugged cross.  Further, throughout the entire “Passion of the Christ,” Jesus was in complete control.  In fact, Jesus had the power to lay down His life, and He had the power to take it up again.  God the Son was in total obedience to God the Father.  
· Isaiah 53:4-5 > “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”  

· BTS > Jesus was brutalized and beaten for a divine purpose.  That is, Jesus was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.  The chastisement or rebuke of our peace was upon Jesus.  That is, the punishment that makes us whole was upon Him.  The Good News is that with Jesus’ stripes, we are healed.  Namely, our healing and total cure is predicated upon a faith and confidence in Jesus as Messiah (The Christ).  
· Isaiah 53:10 > “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.”  



