“the suffering of the savior”

John 19:1 – 15

The idea of stripes brings to mind the “suffering” of the Savior.  The notion of stripes, lashes, and whippings conjure up painful images of sorrow and suffering.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus so loved us, He was willing to die than live without us.  
Jesus graciously surrenders His will and freely lays down His life to save a dying world of sin.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that Jesus has borne our grieves, and has carried our sorrows all the way to Calvary’s rugged cross.  Yet, even before the cross, Jesus was brutalized and beaten.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gospel of John reveals that Pilate had the authority to release Jesus and tried several tactics to release Him, but Pilate lacked the courage to affect Jesus’ release.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “Why did the Savior suffered?”  

1  –  pilate  lacked  ____________________________  [v4]  


Pilate feared losing his status as a “friend of Caesar” (v12).  Pilate was convinced that it was necessary, to save his own skin, to allow the Jews to put Jesus to death.  Pilate was no longer secure and comfortable in his relationship with Caesar Tiberius.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pilate gives in to Jesus’ accusers and orders that Jesus be flogged, whipped, and scourged.  Scourging was a horribly cruel act in which the victim was stripped, tied to a post, and beaten by several torturers: soldiers alternating when exhausted.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pilate hoped that the sight of blood would satisfy the bloodthirsty chief priests.  After many excruciating minutes of flogging, Jesus was returned to Pilate bloody and battered.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v4, Pilate again attempts to release Jesus, again declaring, “I find no fault in Him.”  Jesus does not deserve the indecisiveness of Pontius Pilate.  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  priest  lacked  ____________________________  [v6]  


The priests are willing to settle for nothing less than the blood of Jesus.  Crucifixion was a shameful death, usually reserved for criminals, slaves, and rebels.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pilate was afraid because he had just whipped and tortured someone who, in his mind, could bring down a curse or vengeance upon him.  In addition, Pilate’s wife had sent him a strange message that he should have nothing to do with Jesus [Matthew 27:19].  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Probably under conviction, Pilate desperately wants to release Jesus, but the chief priests now try a new strategy.  The chief priests declare > “If you let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend.” 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – people  lacked  __________________________  [v12]  


Pilate had declared Jesus “faultlessness” on three occasions.  Although Pilate possesses releasing authority, he failed to exercise moral courage.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The people who shouted on Palm Sunday > “Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord”; are the same people who are now crying out on Good Friday > “Crucify him.”  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing and a riot was beginning, so he took water and washed his hands saying > “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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