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Relevant Question:  “What happened during the crucifixion?”  


1)  Jesus Entrusts His Mother to John [v26]  

2)  Jesus Reveals His Humanity [v28]  

3)  Jesus Finishes His Mission [v30]  
1)  What time was the crucifixion and how long did it last?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Bible tells us that it was the “third hour” or 9:00 am on Good Friday.  That is, utilizing the Roman method of reckoning time.  The Bible also tells us that “darkness” was upon the earth from the “sixth to the ninth hour” or 12:00 noon until 3:00 pm.  The total time, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm represents six hours.  
· Matthew 27:45-46 > “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.  46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  
· Sermon > After scourging, Jesus was forced to carry His cross to Golgotha (skull).  There, Jesus gave His life a ransom for sin and shed His blood to take away the penalty of sin.  
· Matthew 20:28 > “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  
2)  How many women were standing near the cross of Jesus?  

[A]  3        [B]  4        [C]  5        [D]  Unknown  
· Sermon > [B].  A total of four women were standing near the cross.  They were Jesus’ mother (Mary), His mother’s sister (Salome), Mary the wife of Cleopas (Mrs. Zebedee), and Mary Magdalene.  
· Sermon > Jesus entrusts the welfare of Mother Mary into the care of His disciple John, the writer of this gospel.  In giving John and Mary to each other, Jesus was finally breaking the earthly ties of family.  
· v25 > “Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.”  
3)  What was the purpose of the placard (superscription) placed above the cross?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The words written on the title or placard (superscription) were used as a way of announcing the person’s crime.  Pilate placed a placard above the cross of Jesus which read, “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews”  
· v19 > “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross.  And the writing was Jesus of Nazareth, the King of The Jews.”  
· Sermon > The placard was written in three languages:  Hebrew the language of religion, Greek the language of philosophy, and Latin the language of law.  

· BTS > Ever wondered the meaning of the four initials “INRI” contained on some of today’s crosses.  “INRI” stems from the Latin phrase “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum” meaning “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  
4)  What does the Greek word “tetelestai” say about Jesus’ work on Calvary?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Greek word “tetelestai” means, “It is finished,” and speaks of the power of Jesus “finishing his mission” on Calvary.  The meaning in Greek thought is clear, “Paid in full.”  Jesus paid our “sin debt” in full.  It was the confirmation that humanity has been reconnected to divinity.  That is, Jesus’ salvific work of redeeming us, reconciling us, and reconnecting us back to God was paid and finished.  
· v30 > “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.”  

5)  What was the original intent of crucifixion as punishment for a crime?  

___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Crucifixion was intended to be the most disgraceful form of execution.  Crucifixion as a punishment was designed to be excruciatingly painful, and to maximize suffering.  Crucifixion was about killing it victim slowly, in a truly horrific manner.  
· Sermon > The seven-inch spikes were driven through Jesus’ wrists, not through the palms, as the palms would not support the weight of the body.  The crossbeam (horizontal member) was lifted up and placed atop the upright vertical post.  Jesus’ feet were turned sideways and a single spike driven through both heels, nailing them to the post.  

· Sermon > Today, we think of the cross as a symbol of glory and victory, but in Pilate’s day, the cross symbolized the despicable kind of rejection, shame, and suffering.  Jesus makes the difference!  
Bonus (10 pts) How many of the “Seven Last Sayings” are found in the Gospel of John?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Gospel of John contains three of the seven last saying of Christ from the cross.  The third saying (v26), “Woman, behold thy son.  Behold, thy mother.  The fifth saying (v28), “I thirst.”  The sixth saying (v30), “It is finished.”  
· BTS > Of the seven sayings, three of them are prayers.  They are the first saying (“Father, forgive them…”), the fourth saying (“My God, My God…”), and the seventh saying(“Father, into thy hands…”).  
· BTS > Between the first and fourth prayers, the two sayings (2nd and 3rd) deal with other people.  Between the fourth and seventh prayer, the two saying (5th and 6th) deal directly with Jesus.  
· 1 – Luke 23:34 > “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do ...”  

· 2 – Luke 23:43> “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.”  
· 3 – John 19:26 – 27 > “Woman, behold thy son!  27Behold thy mother!”  
· 4 – Matthew 27:46 > “My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?”  
· 5 – John 19:28 > “I thirst.”  
· 6 – John 19:30 > “It is finished.”  
· 7 – Luke 23:46 > “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit ...”  
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