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Relevant Question:  “What happened prior to Jesus’ burial?”  


1)  Jesus’ Legs Were Not Broken [v31]  

2)  Jesus’ Heart Was Pierced [v34]  

3)  Jesus’ Body Was Embalmed [v38]  
1)  What normally happens to the body (remains) of the crucified victim?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Crucifixion victims were normally thrown into a dump heap, along with other criminals, preventing family and friends from mourning their death.  Therefore, two “secret disciples” came to Pilate and begged Him for the body of Jesus for proper burial.  
· v38 >  “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.  He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.”  

· BTS > The normal Roman practice was to leave crucified men and women on the cross until they died (and this could take days) and then leave their rotting bodies hanging there to be devoured by vultures.  

· BTS > The Mosaic law insisted that anyone being impaled (usually after execution) should not remain there overnight (Deut. 21:22 – 23).  Such a person was under God’s curse, and to leave him or her exposed would be to desecrate the land in their minds.  

· Deuteronomy 21:22-23 > “And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree.  23His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is cursed of God) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God gives thee for an inheritance.”  
2)  How many hours did Jesus spend on the cross?  Indicate the start and the finish hours.  

[A]  3

[B]  4

[C]  5

[D]  6

[E]  7       ________  to  ________
Sermon > [D].  The total time is six hours: from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The Bible tells us that it was the “third hour” or 9:00 am on Good Friday.  That is, utilizing the Roman method of reckoning time.  The Bible also tells us that “darkness” was upon the earth from the “sixth to the ninth hour” or 12:00 noon until 3:00 pm.  

Matthew 27:45-46 > “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.  46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  
3)  Why were the legs of the criminals broken?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The breaking of the legs was to accelerate the death of those crucified on the cross.  It was accomplished by smashing the lower leg bones between the knee and the ankles with an iron mallet.  
· v31 > “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.”  

· Sermon > Reason One:  As Good Friday evening approached, the Sabbath day drew near.  At sundown, the Jewish Sabbath would begin and the presence of these bodies on a cross so close to the city would be a desecration.  The Jews did not want the bodies of the crucified to remain overnight on the cross.  Therefore, the religious leaders requested that death might be accelerated so that the gruesome spectacle of dead bodies might be removed before evening-time.  After all, this was not the regular weekly Sabbath, but the annual Passover Feast Sabbath.  
· Sermon > Reason Two:  Once the legs were broken, asphyxiation and death were inevitable.  The smashing of the lower leg bones with an iron mallet was called in Latin “crurifragium.”  Not only did this action induce shock and additional loss of blood, but also it prevented the victim from pushing with his legs to keep breathing.  In other words, the chest cavity would bear the pressure of the body’s weight placing restrictions on the lungs.  Without the breaking of the legs, a victim could live for long hours or even many days.  
4)  What, if any, are the significant symbols of the blood and the water?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The spear wound in the side, into the heart, brought forth blood and water demonstrating that death indeed had already occurred.  The blood and water is a sign that Jesus’ blood has coagulated in death and His lungs have become congested with fluid.  Some have seen this as evidence that Jesus died of a broken heart so that His pericardium was full of blood and serum.  Others see a symbolic or sacramental significance of the “crimson flow” which heals the people of faith.  
· Sermon > The blood speaks of our justification and the water of our sanctification and cleansing.  The blood takes care of the guilt of sin and the water deals with the stain of sin.  
· v34 > “But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.”  

5)  Why was Jesus buried?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus was buried because Jesus was dead.  Jesus’ burial is a central fact of the gospel.  Jesus died a vicarious, substitutionary, and redemptive death for us.  That is, Jesus died a sacrificial, by proxy, and debt-paying death for us.  Jesus’ resurrection from death only makes sense when one understands that Jesus was also buried.  
· 1Cor 15:3-4 > “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”  
· v38 > “Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.  He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.”  
· Sermon > Our salvation is based on our relationship to those biblical facts, and to the divine person of Christ Jesus.  Several heretical theories emerged concerning the dead of Christ.  One fake report was that Jesus was not dead but just unconscious.  Moreover, that the cold damp tomb caused resuscitation and Jesus walked out of the grave.  Another fake report was that the disciples overpowered professional Roman soldiers and confiscated the body of Jesus from the grave.  
Bonus (10 pts):  What are the two specific prophecies fulfilled by Jesus’ quick death and the piercing of His heart?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Like all Passover lambs, Jesus as the True Passover Lamb, it was forbidden to have any of its bones broken.  
· BTS > This is important because Jesus is the Lamb of God, as stated by John the Baptist (John 1:29).  Jesus is the fulfillment of all the symbols of the Old Testament.  The lambs that were sacrificed were to be perfect and their bones were not to be broken as they represented the Son of God who would eventually come to die for us.  

· Exodus 12:46 > “In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.”  

· Psalms 34:20 > “He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken.”  

· Sermon > Jesus was pierced in the heart by a spear, and because of this spear wound, people in the prophetic future will look upon Jesus whom they had pierced.  
· Zechariah 12:10 > “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced.  And they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”  



