“the burial of jesus christ”

John 19:31 – 42

Jesus Christ is the one who came to give His life a ransom for sin, and whose Blood takes away the penalty of sin upon the Cross of Calvary.  The death of Jesus Christ is the great historical fact of the gospel.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our salvation is based on our relationship to those biblical facts, and to the divine person of Christ Jesus.  Remember, Jesus died a vicarious, substitutionary, and redemptive death for us.  _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Jesus’ disciples were confused about their Master’s death.  They scattered and hid themselves in the shadows of doubts fearing the Jews.  Their leader was dead having suffered the most humiliating death known to humanity.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God tells us that Jesus was buried because Jesus was dead.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gospel of John reminds us that Jesus was betrayed by the kiss of Judas, abandoned by most of the disciples, denounced three times by Peter, and pronounced faultless three times by Pilate.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What happened prior to Jesus’ burial?”  

1  –  jesus’  __________________________________________  [v31]  


After six hours of excruciating pain and agony, Jesus voluntarily died and gave up the ghost.  As “Good Friday” evening approaches, the Sabbath draws near.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The smashing of the lower leg bones with an iron mallet was called in Latin > crurifragium.  Not only did this action induce shock and additional loss of blood, but also it prevented the victim from pushing with his legs to keep breathing.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This “crurifragium” was done to the two thieves on each side of Jesus.  But, when the soldiers came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break Jesus’ legs:  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  jesus’  __________________________________________  [v34]  


When the soldiers got to Jesus to break His legs, they discovered that He was already dead:  ___

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Blood and Water is a sign that Jesus’ blood has coagulated in death, and His lungs have become congested with fluid.  Some have seen this as evidence that Jesus died of a broken heart so that His pericardium was full of blood and serum.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John explains that the  ____________________  of Jesus’ heart fulfilled two specific prophecies.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – jesus’  ___________________________________________  [v38]  


Burial preparations had to be hasty and temporary because it was nearly sundown and the beginning of the Sabbath.  God had prepared two high-ranking, secret followers of Jesus to embalm His body for burial, and to place it in a proper tomb.  These two men are both prominent, respected men within Israel.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The irony is staggering, Nicodemus and Joseph who had been secret believers went public while the apostles who were public believers became secret hiding away.  Nevertheless, they hurriedly wrapped the body in clothe, sprinkled spices among the folds.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The body of Jesus was embalmed with a hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes.  Then, Nicodemus and Joseph laid the body of Jesus in a nearby garden tomb.  That is, near Golgotha was a private garden where Joseph of Arimathaea had a tomb or sepulchre – “cut out of the rock” – in which never a man yet laid.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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