“resurrection:  The empty tomb”
John 20:1 – 10
4 December 2018

Relevant Question:  “How do we know that Jesus is risen?”  


1)  The Stone is Rolled Away [v1]  

2)  The Tomb is Empty [v8]  

3)  The Scripture Promises Resurrection [v9]  
1)  Explain the major difference between resuscitation and resurrection.  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Resurrection transforms the body and animates the spirit.  It is the raising and the transformation of a person who has died.  Resurrection is life everlasting.  On the other hand, Resuscitation is the bringing a person back to this life after he or she has left it.  However, with Resuscitation the person will die again.  
· BTS > Resuscitation is the restoration of normal breathing, after one stops breathing and the heart stops, it restores a person back to life after he or she has stopped breathing and the heart stops.  
· Sermon > There were several individuals in Scripture that were resuscitated from the dead:  the son of the widow of Nain in Luke 7 and Lazarus in John 11.  Both were resuscitated, but they both died again.  
· BTS > The entire New Testament was written in the shadow of the resurrection of Jesus.  Of course, this event has affected what is said about the Sleep of believers (2Cor 5:8) and the coming Rapture of the saints (1Thes 4:13-17).  The first Revelation involves those who died for Christ and the Word of God during the Tribulation period (Rev 20:4).  The second Resurrection involve those who are the lost since Adam (Rev 20:5).  
· BTS > Jesus believed in physical resurrection in its most literal sense, such that wounds inflicted in this life would be carried over into eternal life.  

· Matthew 18:8-9 > “Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.  9And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.”  

· BTS > Paul viewed the coming resurrection as the deliverance of creation from bondage, the preparation of the individual for eternal glorious life, and the triumph of Christ on God the Father’s behalf.  
· Romans 8:21-22 > “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  22For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now.”  
2)  Why is the Resurrection so central to the Christian faith?  

A] It transformed the disciples from fearful cowards to bold witnesses.  

B] It confirms victory over death and the grave.  

C] It assures that faith is not vain and the believer is no longer in sin.  

D] It gives validity that the promised Scriptures are true.  

[E]  All of the Above.  
Sermon > E – All of the above.  Each statement is true and accurate.  Jesus was raised from the death and was seen by His follower alive by many “infallible proofs.”  

· Sermon > A – The resurrection was so profound that it transformed the disciples from fearful cowards to bold witnesses.  Jesus appeared exclusively to His own followers in order to confirm their faith in Him as the Risen Savior.  The disciples had become courageous, confident, and capable leaders promoting a new faith in spite of forbidding obstacles.  
· Sermon > B –The resurrection confirms victory over death and the grave.  Jesus’ new body was no longer subject to the limitations of this physical world or this earthly life.  Paul declared, “O death where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?”  (1Cor 15:55)  
· Sermon > C – The resurrection assures that our faith is not vain and that we are no longer in sin or under the penalty of sin.  The good news is, as faithful believers, we too shall be resurrected to live with Jesus Christ forever.  Paul asserted, “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”  (1Cor 15:17)  
· Sermon > D – The scripture teaches that the resurrection was much more than a mere aftermath of Calvary.  The resurrection validates that the promised scriptures are true.  The scripture promises us a Resurrected Redeemer, Messiah, and Savior.  Paul states, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”  (1Cor 15:20)  
3)  Why is Sunday the day set aside for the worship of God and Jesus Christ?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus rose from the dead on the “first day of the week,” which is Sunday.  From then on, believers set aside Sunday to meet to worship, to fellowship, and to remember the marvelous Resurrection of the Lord.  Thereafter, Sunday is become known as “The Lord’s Day.”  
· v1 > “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and see the stone taken away from the sepulchre.”  

· BTS > Christian worship on Sunday, “the first day of the week” was based on the occurrence (or occasion) of Jesus’ resurrection during the early morning hours of a Sunday.  The full phrase “the Lord’s day” appears in the New Testament only at Revelation 1:10, but soon became a technical term in the early Church for the day on which Christians observed the Eucharist or Holy Communion.  
· BTS > Eucharist:  the sacrament of Holy Communion; in the Greek: eucharístia, gratefulness, thanksgiving.  
4)  What convinced John that Jesus was raised from the dead?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Upon entering the tomb, John perceives that the missing body and the position of the graveclothes were not due to grave robbers.  John drew the only reasonable conclusion; he realizes that Jesus had gone through the graveclothes.  John saw the graveclothes and was convinced by them that a supernatural resurrection had occurred.  Jesus rose from the dead.  
· v8 > “Then went in also that other disciple [John], which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.”  

· Sermon > The graveclothes laid there like an empty cocoon retaining the outline shape of Jesus’ body.  John saw the graveclothes indicating that no one had taken the body, but that Jesus had “supernaturally” moved through the graveclothes.  Thus, leaving the graveclothes behind in the tomb.  After all, physical stuff cannot go where “The Spirit” has gone.  
· Sermon > Jesus was killed by His enemies, buried by His friends, but He was resurrected by His Father.  
5)  According to the sermon, what does the Book of John declare about Jesus’ death and resurrection?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The Book of John declares that Jesus’ death and resurrection claimed victory over death and the grave.  That is, the sting of death and the corruption of the grave no longer possess the power to hold saved believers captive until the judgment of Jesus Christ.  
· 1Cor 5:10 > “For we (believers) must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”  
· BTS > The “one-of-a-kind” death of Jesus turned his resurrection into a “first-of-its-kind” event.  For every believer, this resurrection defeated death and the grave.  Therefore, every believer will be just like Christ and will not remain in the grave.  Death and the grave could not hold Jesus captive, and they will not hold the believers captive.  

· 1Cor 15:54-57 > “So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  55O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  56The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Bonus (10 pts): According to the sermon, which synoptic gospel verses declare the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Matthew: 20:19 > “And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.”  
· Mark: 9:31 > “For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.”  
· Luke: 9:22 > “Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.”  



