“resurrection: the empty tomb”

John 20:1 – 10

In order to believe in the resurrection, we must first believe in the Living God.  God is sovereign.  This sovereign God has all power.  This all-powerful God raised Jesus from the dead.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the Resurrection?  The Resurrection transforms the body and animates the spirit.  It is the raising and the transformation of a person who has died.  It is not resuscitation; the bringing back of a person to this life after they have left it.  Resurrection is more than resuscitation; it is life everlasting.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very heart-blood of the Christian faith.  Resurrection Sunday is a holy celebration, commemorating the joyous and victorious raising of Jesus Christ from the dead.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God tells us that Jesus was raised from the death, and Jesus was seen by His follower alive by many “infallible proofs.”  That is, for forty days, Jesus walked and talked among His followers speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in the Gospel of John, the gospel writer comes to a theological conclusion proclaiming Jesus’ victory over death and the grave.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How do we know that Jesus is risen?”  

1  –  the  __________________________________________  [v1]  


The phrase “The first day of the week” is a reference to Sunday.  From then on, believers set aside Sunday to meet and remember the marvelous resurrection of the Lord.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mary must have run ahead of the other women and arrived first at the tomb.  When Mary found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty, she panicked and ran.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God was the strength that overwhelmed the soldiers guarding the tomb.  God was the force that rolled the huge stone away.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  the   __________________________________________  [v8]  


Mary runs to inform Peter and John that grave robbers had desecrated the tomb.  Peter and John were not expecting the Resurrection.  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The graveclothes laid there like an empty cocoon retaining the outline shape of Jesus’ body.  All this indicating that no one had taken the body, but that it had moved through the graveclothes; thus leaving them behind in the tomb.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we still need individuals seeing and believing in Jesus.  ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – the  ___________________________________________  [v9]  


Look at v9, “As yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.”  The Scripture teaches that the resurrection was much more than a mere aftermath of Calvary.  In fact, it is faith in the Word (The Logos) that the Lord really wanted to cultivate in His disciple.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Each of the synoptic gospel declares the resurrection of Jesus Christ …  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul warns, “If Christ be not raised, your faith is in vain; ye are yet in your sins.”  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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