“a savior we can touch”

John 20:11 – 18

This is the Good News of the bible, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  The word resurrection points to our existence beyond the grave.  The doctrine of Christ’s death and resurrection is the foundation of Christianity _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our learning journey through the Gospel of John, it is still Resurrection Morning in Jerusalem.  Remember, the women came to the sepulchre with sweet spices to complete the anointing and embalming procedures.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that Mary and the other women were not prepared mentally or spiritually to find the tomb empty.  The present of Jesus’ graveclothes lying in its place within the tomb convinced Peter and John of the resurrection.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God tells us that the resurrection was an operation of the power of God.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in the Gospel of John, the writer mentions two angels in the tomb as a way of dispelling the notion that grave robbers took Jesus’ body.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How is Jesus a savior we can touch?”  

1  –  he is our  ____________________________  [v14]  


Those who are touched by Holy Spirit are empowered to witness for the Risen Savior.  After telling Peter and John about Jesus’ missing body, Mary returns to the empty tomb distraught and weeping.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Luke 24:5, the angels ask Mary, “Why seek ye the living among the dead.”  Mary must be in deep grief because she is totally unaware that she is talking with angels.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus appears to Mary to provide joy and hope.  We should not be at all surprised that Mary does not recognize Jesus.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  he is our  ____________________________  [v17]  


Look at v15, Jesus asks Mary, “Woman why are you weeping?”  Thinking Jesus to be the gardener, Mary said, “Sir, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at v17a, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father…”  Jesus must remind free of human contamination until He sees our Heavenly Father.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look again in v17b, “… But go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father…”  Prior to this, the disciples were called “servants,” or “friends,” but now they (and we) are called “brothers.”  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – he is our  ____________________________  [v18]  


Look at v18, “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.”  When Jesus called Mary’s name, she had to choose how to respond to Him.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although Mary certainly didn’t understand everything at this point, she made a decision to embrace Jesus and to follow Him.  Mary had to believe that Jesus had indeed been raised from the dead and that His death and resurrection provided her with the ability to have a permanent, intimate relationship with Jesus.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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