“When jesus shows up at church”
John 20:19 – 29
No Bible Study until January 9, 2019
Relevant Question:  “What happens when Jesus shows up at church?”  


1)  Jesus Infuses the Atmosphere [v19]  

2)  Jesus Imparts the Holy Ghost [v22]  

3)  Jesus Impacts people’s Faith [v27]  
1)  According to the sermon, at the end of John 20, how many people knew that Jesus had risen from the dead?  Indicate who they were.  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > At the end of John 20, there is a total of 14 people believing that Jesus was risen from the dead.  They are Mary Magdalene, the two followers on the Emmaus Road, the ten disciples at the “first” church meeting, and finally, Thomas at the “second” church meeting.  
· BTS > The story of the two followers that met Jesus on the Emmaus Road is taken from Luke 24:13 – 31.  

· Luke 24:13-15 > “And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.  14And they talked together of all these things which had happened.  15And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.”  
2)  What does Thomas’ response to the other disciples convey about his belief?  

A]  He doubted Jesus was the Son of God.  

B]  He doubted Jesus’ resurrection without visible evidence.  

C]  He doubted the miracle power of Jesus.  

D] He doubted the empty tomb story.  
Sermon > B – Thomas doubted Jesus’ resurrection without visible evidence.  It is not wrong to demand evidence for faith; just don’t expect proof alone.  Thomas did not doubt Jesus to be the Son of God (A).  Thomas did not doubt the miracle power of Jesus having witness the resuscitation of Lazarus from the dead (C).  Moreover, Thomas did not doubt the “empty tomb” story of Peter and John, but only wanted visible evidence of Jesus’ resurrection (D).  
Sermon >  When Jesus shows up in the Upper Room, Thomas’ belief in the resurrection moves from no, to low, to slow, to go!  In response, Thomas acknowledges his life-changing faith and his mind transforming will with the statement, “My Lord and my God.”  Let us not equate the doubt of Thomas with the disbelief of those who demanded a sign from heaven.  
· v25 > “The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.  But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  
· 2Cor 5:7 > “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  

3)  What allowed Jesus to walk through the closed, locked door of the Upper Room?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Resurrected Jesus possesses “The Incorruptible Body of the Resurrection,” which empowers Jesus to walk through shut doors.  As the “firstfruit” from the dead, Jesus’ New Body is not restricted be any physical, material, or time limitations.  Jesus’ New Body has substantial appearance and continuity with His pre-cross body.  
· v19 > “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”  
4)  Christians are required to attend worship service every Sunday.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The Christian should never absent him or herself from God’s house on Sunday without good cause.  The very sermon that we needlessly miss may contain a precious word in season for our troubled souls.  After all, the assembly for worship, prayer, and praise from which we stay away may be the very gathering that would have cheered our hearts and restored our souls.  
· Sermon > Jesus infuses the atmosphere, the space in the Upper Room, with spiritual electricity.  Such is the power of the presence of Christ in our midst when Jesus shows up.  Thomas was absent when Jesus first appeared, and consequently missed out on a great blessing.  Who’s to say the day or the hour when the Lord shall appear.  

· Sermon > Christians are required to attend worship service every Sunday.  Simply not doing a “thing” is not the same as being harmless or blameless.  In the sight of God, few things are negative, harmless, or blameless.  Not to do “RIGHT” is to do “WRONG.”  Such is the case when we absence ourselves from the worship service.  
5)  According to the sermon, Jesus appeared to each person or group for a reason.  What was the reason or issue?”  


Mary:  _______________________________________________________________________


Ten Disciples:  ________________________________________________________________


Thomas:  ____________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > With Mary Magdalene, the issue was her LOVE for Christ.  She missed Him and wanted to take care of His body.  Jesus appeared to soothe her grieving spirit.  
· Sermon > With the disciples, the issue was their HOPE.  All their hope was gone and they locked themselves in a room, huddling together in fear.  Jesus appeared to reassure their frighten spirits. 
· Sermon > With Thomas, the issue was FAITH.  He refused to believe unless he saw the nail wound evidence of Jesus’ resurrection.  Jesus appeared to replace his doubting spirit.  
Bonus (10 pts): According to the sermon, what does the resurrection of Jesus represent in Scripture and the Bible?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the “central focus” of Scripture, and the “Good News” of the Bible.  Hallelujah, Jesus is risen.  




