“when jesus shows up at church”

John 20:19 – 29

Hallelujah, it is still Resurrection Sunday in Jerusalem.  Praise the Lord, Jesus is risen.  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the “central focus” of Scripture, and the “Good News” of the Bible.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our learning journey through the Gospel of John, it is still Resurrection Evening in Jerusalem.  The word and witness of Jesus’ resurrection is spreading slowly.  The disciples remained under the fear of death at the hands of the religious leaders, so these disciples met in secret, at night, with fear behind locked doors.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that amongst Christ’s many disciples are men of many temperaments.  So, let’s  not be too quick to condemn Brother Thomas because he doubted.  First, Christ knows how to save and to sanctify the fallen.  Secondly, Thomas had doubted, but he had not disbelieved.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God tells us that we should never absent ourselves from God’s house on Sunday without good cause.  The very sermon that we needlessly miss may contain a precious word in season for our troubled souls .  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in the Gospel of John, the account of “Doubting Thomas” serves as the climax to the glory of Jesus’ resurrection story.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What happens when Jesus shows up at church?”  

1  –  jesus  ____________________  THE ATMOSPHERE  [v19]  


Here, Jesus makes a “surprise visit” to the place where His disciples are fearfully hiding.  In v19, Jesus passes through the door as indicated by the fact that the doors were shut and locked.  Jesus comes and stands among them.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The disciples are overjoyed when they physically see the Lord Jesus Christ.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is a Savior we can touch.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  JeSUS  ______________________  THE HOLY GHOST [v22]  


Look again at v21, here Jesus commission the disciples with “apostolic authority.”  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  In fact, every believer that belongs to the Lord is appointed to an “assigned labor” to perform.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thomas was absent when Jesus first appeared, and consequently missed a great blessing.  Such is the case when we absence ourselves from the worship service.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v25, Thomas pushes back with his now famous retort, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – JeSUS  ______________________  PEOPLE’S FAITH  [v27]  


A week later (Sunday) or “the Lord’s day,” the disciples are again in the house, including Thomas.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus comes and stands among them and say, “Peace be with you.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thomas could not believe without clear proof of the resurrection.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus pronounces a blessing on everyone who comes to faith without the aid of a visible, bodily manifestation, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  That is, a true believer is one who can “believe” without “seeing.”  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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