“When jesus shows up at work”
John 21:1 – 14
9 January 2019
Relevant Question:  “What happens when Jesus shows up at work?”  


1)  Jesus Provides Directions [v6]  

2)  Jesus Gives Success [v11]  


3)  Jesus Offers Nourishment [v12]  
1)  What is the life lesson of this text and the sermon statement “without Jesus?”  

A] We are prone to reverting to our former selves.  

B] Our labor is meaningless and fruitless.  

C] We will resign from a life of discipleship.  

D] All of the Above.  
Sermon > D – All of the above.  Each of the statements is true and accurate and reflects upon the life lesson of the text.  
Sermon > A = Without Jesus, we are prone to reverting to our former selves.  We will return to past habits, sliding back or backsliding into our former life-style.  
· Sermon > B = Without Jesus, our labor is meaningless and fruitless.  Only with Jesus is our ministry work, our job for Jesus, meaningful and fruitful.  Only what we do for Christ will last (endure), and be counted in the end (at the Judgment).  
Sermon > C = Without Jesus, we will resign from a life of discipleship.  Without Jesus, we are inclined to leave our life for Christ and abandon our work for the Lord.  
· v3 > “Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing.  They say unto him, we also go with thee.  They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.”  
2)  Why does Jesus ask his disciples if they caught any fish?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus wanted them to realize that they were in the wrong place doing the wrong thing as “fishers of fish” instead of “fishers of men.”  After fishing all night, the disciples caught nothing (zero, zilch, nada).  They failed and came up empty-handed.  This is the same question Jesus is bound to ask everyone of us someday.  That is, did you catch anything for the Kingdom?  I hope your answer will not be the same as theirs, “No, we haven’t caught a thing.”  
· v5 > “Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat?  They answered him, No.”  
· Sermon > This gave Jesus the opportunity to provide the disciples directions (instructions) on how to catch fish.  They knew how to fish, which was the way they made their living before Jesus.  Jesus tells them to cast their net on the “right” side of the boat.  
· v6 > “And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.  They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.”  
3) According to the sermon, what did Jesus mean by “right side” of the boat?”  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus directs his disciples to cast their net on the “right side” or the “correct side” of the boat.  That is, it was not the position of either “left” or “right.”  Rather, it was the condition of being “wrong” or “right.”  With Jesus, their victory was on the “right (condition) side” of the boat.  In other words, they were a “boat width” away from victory.  With Jesus, our success is always on the “right side.”  
· Sermon > After obeying Jesus’ directions, the disciples nothingness was turned into fruitfulness.  When we do it God’s way, we shall encounter divine success.  After all, Jesus knows more about your work than you do.  Jesus takes our faults and failures and turns them into productive and fruitful labor for the Kingdom.  
Following Jesus’ directions will provide spiritual success.  
4)  Jesus told his disciples to “come and dine” as a way of offering nourishment.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  Jesus offers nourishment to His disciples and offers Himself to us as our divine nourishment.  As the “Bread of Life,” Jesus feeds us when we are hungry.  As our “Daily Bread,” Jesus is our daily provision for sustained substance.  Jesus still invites individuals to “come and dine” with Him for “spiritual” nourishment.  
· Revelation 3:20 > “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  
5)  How many fish were in “The Miraculous Draught of Fish?”  
· Sermon > There were 153 fishes.  In Jesus’ last miracle on earth, the disciples casted their net on the “right side” of the boat and they were unable to haul the net into the boat because of the “multitude of fishes.”  Peter drew the net to land, without breaking the net, and they counted 153 fishes.  
· v10 > “Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.  11Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.”  
Bonus (10 pts): Why were the disciples in Galilee?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > According to the synoptic gospel, while at the empty tomb, the Angel told Mary Magdalene to tell the disciples to go to Galilee and there they would meet Jesus.  

· Matthew 28:7 > “And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.”  




